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At our July meeting, Melinda Young (Chair of Programme and 
Public Relations) spoke about the life of Amelia Earhart and 
also the 2021 AE Award winners.  We watched a YouTube clip 
of Australia’s first (and oldest, having celebrated 50 years in 
2020) female commercial pilot, 
Deborah Jane Lawrie.             
Deborah’s application to fly was 
rejected by Reg Ansett; however, she 
finally achieved her goal after taking 
her case to the Victorian Equal 
Opportunity Board in 1978. She still 
had a number of hurdles to jump and 
was finally allowed to fly in 1980. 

Our YWPA winner, Lily Willmott from Ruyton Girls’ School 
spoke most impressively at our August Meeting. Joining us 
were her family and Ruyton leadership staff. Lily spoke about 
the progress of feminism and gender equality, and the need to 
address misogyny in all areas of life in modern society.  

Currently the club have applications open (closing 27 August), 
for our Service Project and for our Women Taking Climate 
Action Award. We are excited that once again, Lockheed 
Martin will be sponsoring our Women in Technology award. 
Applications will open later in the year. 

Unfortunately, our hard-working Fundraising committee had to 
cancel our next two planned fundraising events.  The Interior 
Design Masterclass was cancelled only three days before the 
event and our Movie night for August suffered the same fate. 
The club hopes all members and friends will support us with 
our online purchase of wines from Prospect Wines. 

Thank you again to all members who contribute so much of 
their time and energy under difficult circumstances and let’s 
hope next time, I can report that we have been able to gather 
again at face-to-face meetings and events,  to pursue our 
common goal to empower women through service and 
advocacy. 

Julie Pincombe 
President 
 

Wine! Wine! Wine! 

The Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra is offering the chance 
to purchase quality wines online. Just click on the link below 
for details of the wines available and the order form.  The wine 
will be delivered to your door. https://prospectwines.com.au/
product/zonta-club-of-melbourne-on-yarra/ 

Thank you for helping us raise funds for our work supporting 
women and girls. 

ZI is currently running a 
leadership series profiling some 
amazing women. You can find 
them on the ZI website under 

the tab for ‘News and Events’, hosted by Lynne Foley OAM. 
There have been seven episodes so far, with three more 
scheduled for release. Many of you will remember Holly 
Ransom, D23 2010 JMK Award winner. You will be amazed at 
at what she has achieved in a decade! 
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Locked down again! 
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Notes from the President  
A year ago, I was writing to you in lock-down and here we are 
again. I believe the status quo is that we are permanently 
locked down with small reprieves in between.  Many of our 
members are now fully vaccinated so hopefully, with more 
supplies on the horizon, we will be at least 75% vaccinated by 
our next Yarra Yarns edition. 

The Guest Speaker for our June Zoom meeting was Ann 
Selle OAM from the Zonta Club of Botany Bay. We were also 
happy to welcome eleven visitors from the Zonta Club of 
Colombo II (Sri Lanka) and seven Zonta members from other 
clubs. These are the perks of a Zoom meeting, to be able to 
invite interstate and overseas visitors to participate. Ann was 
the instigator of breast care cushions project, designing a 
comfort cushion for the post-operative phase of breast 
surgery.  The project started in one club and was adopted by 
Zonta as a District project in 2002 and the Zonta Club of 
Melbourne 0n Yarra in 2003. Cushions are supplied to most 
hospitals in each area and distributed by Breast Care Nurses. 
A collaboration between ZC Colombo II and Ann’s club, ZC 
Botany Bay saw the delivery of a Breast Cancer Training 
workshop to nurses from 11 provinces in Sri Lanka. We were 
honoured to then hear from two of the members from ZC 
Colombo II who told us about their service and advocacy 
projects. We have own link with ZC Colombo II  through 
Devika Fernando, who has been a member of both clubs.  

 

 

 

 

 

Also at that time, several members met at the home of 
Sharon Karasmanis to sew and stuff a further 84 breast care 
cushions for distribution to hospitals.  Our sewers have also 
been very busy during lockdown No. 6 and we have a number 
of casings ready for stuffing as we know that the hospitals are 
already calling out for more supplies.  It is so good that we 
can continue this very necessary work during lockdown.  

 

For the short period be-
tween lockdowns in 
June, we were fortunate 
enough to be able to 
hold a Bunnings Sau-
sage Sizzle at Hawthorn 
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Membership Ma ers 

Despite frequent lockdowns, we have continued to receive 
enquiries from potential members, and to welcome them as 
guests to our Zoom meetings. 

We were delighted to receive a letter from ZI President, Sharon 
Langenbeck, congratulating the 
club on its achievements in the 
Add Your Voice membership 
campaign, as one of three D23 
clubs placed in the top 30 clubs 
for Tier II (16– 29 members).  

In this edition, we celebrate some important achievements of 
our members. 

Frances Gentle 

Frances Gentle has recently been re-elected President of the 
International Council for Education of People with Visual 
Impairment (ICEVI), a global non-profit organisation that 
promotes inclusive quality education for children and young 
people with blindness, low vision and deafblindness, with a 
focus on low and middle income countries. 

Frances is only the second woman since ICEVI was established 
in 1952 to be elected president – half a century has passed 
since the first female president in the 1970s. During her first 
term as president (2016-2021), and for the first time in the 
history of ICEVI, women were appointed to the leadership 
positions of first and second vice-president and treasurer. The 
two vice-presidents were both blind. Frances is excited that 
there continues to be a strong presence of women in the 
leadership during her second term, and that a colleague in 
Africa has expressed interest in running for president next time. 
If elected, she will be the first female president of ICEVI who is 
blind – another first for women! 

Three presidents met in Madrid to 
start planning for the World Blindness 
Summit; presidents of the World 
Blind Union, the Spanish 
Organisation of Blind People, and 
ICEVI). 

 

Devika Fernando 

Charles Sturt University Alumnus of the 
Year Award—Service to the Community 

Devika explained ‘The award was for 
Introducing the Breast Cushion project to Sri Lanka after seeing 
it at the ZCMOY club and convincing my old local Zonta Club of 
Colombo II in Sri Lanka to undertake the international program 
for local consumption.’ 

She says she doesn’t feel any different after winning the award 
as all the ladies at Zonta and CWA (her other community 
service passion) love doing services to the local and 
international community . 

 

 

Vale Pat Gray 

It was with great sadness that we recently learned of the death of 
former member, Pat Gray 

Pat was warmly remembered at our August meeting with tributes 
from Christine Fitzherbert and Yvonne Lockwood. 

Pat joined the Zonta Club of Melbourne in 1976 
and served on the Board in many positions, in-
cluding President 1995; 2000-02, After the club 
merged with ZC Melbourne Yarra, the pattern 
continued and Pat served as President of the 
Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra 2004-
06 ;2010-12; 2015-16; 2016-17. She was a val-

ued member of the Service and Advocacy Committee for many 
years, particularly in organiisation of Birthing Kit assembly days. 

Pat, we honour your valued contributions to 
Zonta in Melbourne over more than 40 years. 
You are remembered by all who knew you for 
your warmth, generosity, loyalty and wisdom. 

Young Women in Public Affairs Award 

The winner of the club YWPA Award for 2021 is Lilly Wilmott, 
Year 12 Ruyton Girls’ School. Lily was present-
ed with her certificate at a school assembly on 
24th May. Julie Pincombe explained the award 
to the students and Yvonne Lockwood, 
D23 YWPA coordinator, presented the certifi-
cate.  The school is thrilled thatLily, very de-
servedly, has won the award and we hope to be 
able to organise some future activities jointly with Ruyton.  

Birthing Kits 

Two Birthing Kit assembly sessions were held 
with Yr 12 Ivanhoe Girls’ Grammar School stu-
dents in March. 

The sessions were preceded by an information 
session about Zonta and then Debbie Langford, 
a doctor and past student at IGGS, explained 
how important birthing kits had been to her when 

she was working in Nepal and described a case where the availa-
bility of a kit had saved the lives of mother and child. 

Armed with the knowledge of why assembling the birthing kits 
was important, the girls, staff and Zonta members, Julie Pin-
combe, Sharon Karasmanis and Sue Lees, 
‘smashed’ packing 600 kits in 2 sessions. 

Feedback from the girls and staff was that 
they felt connected and purposeful. They 
understood the need for the birthing kits and 
the impact of their effort for women and children in developing 
countries. They also felt that they bonded together as a cohort to 
complete this activity efficiently and were proud of themselves.  
Importantly they were interested in Zonta and hopefully might be 
future members. 
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Breast Care Cushions 

In this edition, we want to share some feedback we have had 
from recipients of our cushions: 

‘I recently received one of your breast care 
cushions, and want to thank you all so much for 
your thoughtfulness and kindness. I have made 
a donation to your account, but money cannot 
express the good that the gesture itself and the 
actual cushion did me.’ (T) 

‘In March I had a small breast cancer removed at the Epworth 
Freemasons Hospital and I would like to 
thank your club for providing the breast 
cushion. It is such a lovely thought to do this 
and I really appreciated it .I have 
transferred ... a donation (to your account) 
to help to provide other breast cushions and 
also towards the birthing kits you are sending to help women 
in developing countries. Both of these are very worthy 

causes!’ (D) 

 

Breast care cushion in use: (A) said she found 
them extremely comforting and supportive   

 

 

We are very fortunate to receive donations of fabric and 
trimming as well as money, We are grateful to the many 
friends of members who cut casings and sew bags for us. 

 

FNew Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy from ZI 

New ZI Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Policy  
Available on the ZI website under the ‘About Us’ tab. 

Since 1919, Zonta has been working to create a more 
equitable future for women and girls. We believe that fostering 
a diverse and inclusive global community is a powerful 
platform to bring about the social change needed to make our 
vision for gender equality a reality. As a global organization, 
Zonta International values the contributions of members of all 
backgrounds, regardless of age, ethnicity, race, color, ability, 
religion, socio-economic status, culture, sexual orientation or 
gender identity. We believe that a diverse community of 
members is essential to our ability to achieve our mission to 
create a more equitable future. 

We strive to be an organization where everyone feels 
empowered to be their full authentic selves. We celebrate 
multiple approaches and points of view and know that 
different ideas, perspectives and backgrounds create a 
stronger and more creative environment to better serve our 
members and achieve our mission for gender equality. We 
welcome differences and strive to ensure that all voices are 
valued and heard. While we have more work to do, we are 
committed to the values of diversity and inclusion across all 
Zonta International activities and initiatives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Zonta Says Now 
Several members regularly attend Zoom meetings of the Zonta 
Says Now Think Tank.  
We are all aware of Jasmine Schuijers’ particular interest in this 
area, and recently Sue Lees gave a presentation to the group.  

You can access the presentation through the Zonta Says Now 
website https://zontasaysnow.org.au/ under Think Tank Champi-
ons of the Cause. It is also available on YouTube: https://
youtu.be/5lhvCiHYGN0 

Sue says ’The aim of the video is to show that we all have had 
individual experiences that motivate our interest in taking climate 
action, and that all reasons are valid.’ 

Zonta Mission & Vision 
Mission:  
Zonta International is a leading global organization of profession-
als empowering women worldwide through service and advocacy. 

Vision:  

Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights are 
recognized as human rights and every woman is able to achieve 
her full potential. 

2020-22 Theme:  

Transitions, Change and New Opportunities—Accomplished 
Through Teamwork 

Objects of Zonta Interna onal 

To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health and 
professional status of women at the global and local level through 
service and advocacy. 

To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and 
peace through a world fellowship of members. 

To promote justice and universal respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. 

To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to im-
plement service programs, and to provide mutual support and fel-
lowship for members who serve their communities, their nations, 
and the world. 
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Upcoming Events 
Sept 9th    Monthly Meeting—Zoom  

D23 Conference 

Oct 14th   Monthly Meeting—Zoom 

Nov 11th   Monthly Meeting—Amora 

Dec 9th    Monthly Meeting—Amora 

25-29 June 2022 

ZI Convention  

Congress Centre, Hamburg  
Hamburg, Germany 

 

 

United Na ons Days 
6 Sept     International Literacy Day  

1 Oct   International Day of Older Persons 

11 Oct  International Day of the Girl Child 

Oct 15  International Day of Rural Women 

Oct 24  United Nations Day (estb. 1945) 

 

Something to Read 
Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia   Anita Heiss 

What is it like to grow up Aboriginal in Australia? 
This anthology attempts to showcase as many 
diverse voices, experiences and stories as 
possible in order to answer that question. Each 
account reveals, to some degree, the impacts of 
invasion and colonisation - on language, on 
country, on ways of life, and on how people are 
treated daily in the community, the education 
system, the workplace and friendship groups. 

Childhood stories of family, country and belonging. 

A Spanner in the Works   Loretta Smith 

This is Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls meets Amelia 
Earhart. It's the real-life story of a daring Australian woman who 
did something extraordinary - then met an early, mysterious 
end. 

From the end of the Great War and into the 
1920s, Alice Anderson was considered nothing 
less than a national treasure. She was a 
woman of 'rare achievement' who excelled as 
a motoring entrepreneur and inventor. Young, 
petite, boyish and full of charm, Alice was the 
first woman in Australia to successfully pull off 
an almost impossible feat: without family or 
husband to back her financially, she built a garage (in Kew, 
Melbourne) to her own specifications and established the 
country's first motor service run entirely by women. 

Alice was also an adventurer, and her most famous road trip 
occurred in 1926 in a Baby Austin she had purchased 
exclusively to prove that the smallest car off a production line 
could successfully make the 1500-mile-plus journey on and off 
road from Melbourne to Alice Springs, central Australia. 

 

However, less than a week after her return, Alice was fatally 
shot in the head at the rear of her own garage. She was only 
twenty-nine years old. Every newspaper in the country 
mourned her sudden loss. A coronial inquest concluded that 
Alice's death was accidental but testimonies at the inquest 
were full of inconsistencies. 

Alice's life was brief but extraordinary, and in this richly 
detailed and entertainingly told book this pioneering 
Australian woman comes to life for readers for the first time 

Something to watch and to listen to  
A must-see, if you haven’t already, is ABC’s Ms Represented, 
with Annabel Crabb. Catch it on iView, or listen to the podcast 
with Annabel Crabb ans Steph Tisdell. 

“100 years of ‘firsts’: The story of women in Australian 
parliaments started with a blunder from an inept man with a 
not-quite-so-ingenious plan.” Ebenezer Ward, an anti-
women’s rights politician, thought he would ‘kill the bill’ for 
women’s right to vote by adding the right to stand for 
Parliament. How wrong he was—the Bill passed 31 to 14. 

The ABC’s Ms Represented presents us with a very powerful 
and important series about women in Australian politics, one 
hundred years after Australia elected its very first female 
parliamentarian. She takes us from Votes for Women, 
through the years in between, to today’s Parliament and 
women politicians’ experiences now. 

Annabel Crabb cleverly interviews leading, prominent 
politicians through each episode, using an extraordinary 
collection of vignettes to depict significant issues that arose 
within our Parliament over the years and how our 
Parliamentary women had to deal with them. 

All the women express very similar experiences of their time 
in Parliament, despite their varied political alliances. One 
states that Parliament has ‘the most unsafe workplace culture 
in the country’ without any code of conduct. 

It has been hard for women politicians to take a stand on the 
abuse of power and misogyny in Parliament, as they are 
expected to publicly support and defend their party’s stance. 
However, when leading women stay silent, the message 
communicated to others who are similarly suffering is to do 
nothing. 

Women as change agents is not seen as the norm however, 
as Annabel shows, Australia has had many such women. But 
the battle is not yet won. 

 

The Trap—Victorian Women’s 
Trust 

A series about love, abuse and 
power. Hosted by Jess Hill, this 
podcast looks deeply at abuse 
that happens in private, and in public, searching the world for 
answers to the questions that continue to confound us. 

https://www.vwt.org.au/the-trap/ 

You may also be interested in hearing Georgina Savage. 
Creative Producer of ‘The Trap’, talking about why she made 
this podcast, and her hopes for it after its debut on 5 August. 

https://www.vwt.org.au/georgina-savage-on-making-the-trap/  


