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In January, a small number of members enjoyed an evening 
picnic to celebrate Amelia Earhart day at the club’s memorial 
tree (planted in 1981) in the King’s Domain. 

 

 

 

 

 

At our February meeting, in lieu of a guest speaker, we 
watched a TedX talk by Chilean author Isabel Allende entitled 
‘Tales of Passion’. Isabel is a story teller, journalist, author of 
many books and a great speaker.  She gave a very amusing, 
light hearted rendition of her time as part of only five women 

flag bearers at the Winter Olympic Games in 
Turin, Italy in 2006 and went on, in more 
serious vein, to relate stories of the plight of 
refugee women in the Congo, Bangladesh and 
Kenya and the plight of women in these 
countries and her passion for empowering 
women worldwide. Watch it here! 

https://www.ted.com/talks/isabel_allende_tales_of_passion   

So, future plans? We remain positive! The club has organised 
a breast care cushion sewing bee on Sunday 28th February; 
five small-scale Birthing Kit assembly days during February 
and March to produce 1000 kits which have been waiting all of 
2020.  

In March, and our IWD/Awards night will celebrate our 2020 
winners of YWPA, Women in Technology and 2020 Service 
Project. Further events for 2021 are currently under discussion 
by our enthusiastic club committee members and we look 
forward to sharing these occasions through our website, 
Facebook and Instagram pages. 

A new interpretation of COVID normal for 2021 is evolving and 
our future plans once again, may need to change. However, 
we are resilient and adaptable and we have proven this during 
2020. 

In Zonta Fellowship,  

Julie Pincombe President. 2020-21 

      Perspective on the need for advocacy 
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Notes from the President  
YARRA YARNS FEBRUARY 2021 

President’s Notes. 

It was a delight for me to chair our first face-to-face general 
meeting since March 2020, on February 11th 2021 at the 
Amora Hotel. It was also my first “live” meeting as President 
which was quite different from my last six months on Zoom. 
We managed to incorporate a Zoom link for the evening with 
five members and a soon-to-be-inducted new member in 
attendance. Unfortunately, one day later and Victoria was 
again in Lockdown for a 5-day period.  

We ended the year with an online Zoom Christmas meeting, 
incorporating fun Christmas Quiz created by Gillian Wilton. A 
number of members gathered in small groups at several local 
locations to celebrate the festive season.  

Our traditional ’Pamper Packs’ and 
‘Project Brief’ donations for the 
Salvation Army Mary Anderson Centre 
were this year produced by individuals 
and collected for delivery.  

 

Since my last report, the club was fortunate enough to be 
offered one of the first Bunnings Sausage Sizzles since the 
metropolitan lockdown. Held in December and under strict 
COVID rules, superbly organized and supervised by Wendy 
Cameron, we raised over $1000.  

A wine fundraiser through Prospect 
Wines was also organized for 
Christmas, heralding our own label, 
“Hello 2021” raising an approximate 
amount of $750. Hopefully, further 
sales will continue to add to this 
amount. Watch for further news! 
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Interna onal Women’s 
Day 

 

Grace Tame, 2021 Australian of the Year, will be the national 
headline speaker for UN Women Australia 
International Women’s Day events on Friday 5 March, 
livestreamed to all five capital cities and the virtual hub.  

Tickets to the virtual event can be 
accessed via: https://unwomen.org.au/
unw_events/iwd-2021-virtual-event/  

Grace is a survivor of childhood sexual 
assault and has become a powerful 
advocate for victims who have suffered abuse as children. 
Assisted via the #LetHerSpeakCampaign, in 2019 Grace 
obtained a court order enabling her to speak out publicly, under 
her real name, as an abuse survivor.  

Local Service Project 

We are supporting a project through the Victorian Women’s 
Trust Dugdale Foundation for Women and Girls (DTWG), a 
national harm prevention entity that  addresses the wellbeing of 
women, girls and gender-diverse people. Our donation will go 
towards developing content for Rosie.org.au—an online 
platform to support  young women between 13 and 18 in 
developing self-care strategies and achieving positive mental 
health outcomes. 

Birthing Kits 

The first of five Birthing Kits 
assembly events, each producing 
200 kits, has taken place at the 
home of Bev Devidas, with Zontians 
and friends. Others will occur during 
February and March, three at 

members’ homes and one hosted by the Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade, who have partnered with us to purchase kit materials 
for the past several years. 

Breast Care Cushions 

The need for Breast Care Cushions 
continues unabated. Having continued 
production in small ‘cells’ over the lock-
downs, we are excited to be gathering 
again for a club working bee at the end 
of February. 

We were fortunate to receive a donation of fabric sufficient to 
make 300 cushions, which has been distributed to sewers. 
Another donation, from ‘Family Life’, will make a further 200 
cushions, or 100 with matching bags. 

Entertainment Memberships 

Digital memberships to Entertainment Books are again 
available. To order your membership and help support our 
fundraising efforts, visit:  

https//:www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/18453a8 

 

Awards Night 

Our Awards Night, usually held in August was deferred, so we 
are playing ‘catch-up’ with the 2020 recipients. The event will 
be held (hopefully) at Amora Riverwalk, Richmond, on 11th 
March.  

The following awards will be presented : 

 Local Service Project: Victorian Women’s Trust ‘Rosie’ 

 Young Women in Public Affairs Award: Khushi Jadhav, 
Ivanhoe Grammar School, sponsored by a generous 
donation from a club supporter 

 Women in Technology Award: Mariana Taraunekh, RMIT 
civil engineering graduate. The award is sponsored by 
Lockheed Martin. 

Membership Ma ers 

Club: We are excited by the prospect of inducting a new 
member, Margie Cutler, in April and we have other interested 
prospects in the wings. Margie was previously a member of 
Zonta in Queensland.  

We are also looking forward to welcoming Jasmine Schuijers 
baby in May. 

On the downside, we are sorry to lose Angela Yin (and her 
baby) from the club, but hopefully not from Zonta. Angela 
plans to join a Brisbane club or an e-club. 

District 23: D23 received authorisation in December for 
the establishment of the Zonta e-Club of Central and 
Southern Australia. While our club is named on the 
application, District 23 will be supporting this endeavour. A 
Sponsoring, Organising, Mentoring (SOM) committee 
comprising members from Areas 1, 2, 4 and 5, under the 
leadership of D23 Membership Committee Chairman Kay 
Stewart has had its first meeting. 

What is an e-club? An e-club in Zonta has all of the rights and 
privileges of a traditional club, but hosts their meetings, 
business and projects mainly electronically. This model would 
be attractive to people who find it difficult to attend meetings 
because of lack of child care, carer commitments, transport 
problems, health issues, or who travel often for work.  Even 
more importantly, it opens opportunities for people who do 
not have a club in their locality to become part of Zonta. 
Please forward suggestions for membership to Kay Stewart 
(kay.stewart@monash.edu),  

Zonta International has announced a membership 
campaign ‘Add Your Voice’ to run from 1 April to 31 May and 
will be providing resources to assist with recruiting. 

Commission on the Status of Women 
This March 15th-26th, the CSW65 
meeting and the NGO CSW forum 
will be held virtually. You can find 
out more about the forum and 
register at:  
https://ngocsw.org/ngocsw6565/ 
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After Zonta International announced that they would release 
statements on climate change this biennium, District 23 has 
taken up the running under the Zonta Says NOW banner, led by 
D23 Futurist, Carole Theobald, with her Think Tank team. This 
action we are taking in D23 is on the radar of ZI through our 
D23 ZI Liaison Florence Fisher-Herber to President Sharon 
Langenbeck.  

In the most recent newsletter, Carole shared the following 
thoughts: 

Educating young women and empowering women to come 
to decision-making tables is the strongest thing that we 

can do for the climate. 

When there are more women in boardrooms and in high-
level positions in institutions, you get decisions that are 

wiser and longer-term. Christiana Figueres  

Everything we do in Zonta will 
support future generations to 
prepare for the climate crisis. To do 
this effectively, we need to ensure 
that Zonta International's programs 
are sustainable.  By donating 
to Zonta International's Endowment 
Fund, you will help Zonta to: 

 educate more girls; 

 ramp up the ending of child 
marriage; and 

 support more women to be 
leaders in their workplace, their 
community and their 
democracies.  

What better time to 
do it! 

Zonta Rose Day 

8 March 

Upcoming Events 
Mar  11th     Awards Night (2020 awards) — 

     Amora Riverwalk, Richmond 

April  8th      Monthly Meeting—Amora 

May    8th      Areas1&4 Workshop 

May  13th      Monthly Meeting—Amora 

10-12 Sept 2021   D23 Conference Bendigo 

 

 

25-29 June 2022  ZI Convention,  

Congress Centre Hamburg,  
Hamburg, Germany 

 

 

United Na ons Days 
20 Feb    World Day of Social Justice 

1 March    Zero Discrimination Day (Health Care) 

8 March    International Women’s Day/Zonta Rose Day 

7 April     World Health Day 

12 April    International Day of Human Space Flight 

23 May    International Day to End Obstetric Fistula    

Zonta Mission & Vision 
Mission:  
Zonta International is a leading global organization of 
professionals empowering women worldwide through service 
and advocacy. 

Vision:  

Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights 
are recognized as human rights and every woman is able to 
achieve her full potential. 

2020-22 Theme:  

Transitions, Change and New Opportunities—Accomplished 
Through Teamwork 

Objects of Zonta Interna onal 
To improve the legal, political, economic, educational, health 
and professional status of women at the global and local level 
through service and advocacy. 

To work for the advancement of understanding, goodwill and 
peace through a world fellowship of members. 

To promote justice and universal respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. 

To be united internationally to foster high ethical standards, to 
implement service programs, and to provide mutual support 
and fellowship for members who serve their communities, 
their nations, and the world. 

Zonta  Interna onal Service Projects 

Zonta International is passionate about providing life-
changing opportunities for women and girls through 
international service. By partnering with agencies of the 
United Nations and other recognized non-governmental 
organizations, Zonta has improved women’s health, provided 
better economic opportunities and prevented gender-based 
violence in 66 countries. Since our first service project, Zonta 
has contributed more than US$32.7 million to our 
international service projects.  

Check the ZI website for updates on current projects: 

 Adolescent Girls’ Health and Protection in Peru  
  https://www.zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/Peru 
 Strengthening Response to Gender-Based Violence in 

Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste 
 https://www.zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/

PNG_and_Timor_Leste 
 Let Us Learn Madagascar 

https://www.zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/
Let_Us_Learn_Madagascar_Home 

 Ending Child Marriage 
https://www.zonta.org/Web/Programs/ISP/
Ending_Child_Marriage 



4 

Reading and Watching 
Jess Hill: See What You Made Me Do: 

                 Power, Control and Domestic Abuse 

Domestic abuse is a national emergency: one in four Australian 
women has experienced violence from a man she was intimate 
with. But too often we ask the wrong question: why didn’t she 
leave? We should be asking: why did he do it? 

Investigative journalist Jess Hill puts 
perpetrators – and the systems that enable 
them – in the spotlight. See What You Made 
Me Do is a deep dive into the abuse so many 
women and children experience – abuse that 
is often reinforced by the justice system they 
trust to protect them. Critically, it shows that 
we can drastically reduce domestic violence – 
not in generations to come, but today. 

Combining forensic research with riveting storytelling, See What 
You Made Me Do radically rethinks how to confront the national 
crisis of fear and abuse in our homes. 

Caroline Criado Perez: Invisible Women:  

                  Exposing Data Bias in a World Designed for Men 

‘This is one of those books that has the potential to change 
things - a monumental piece of research' Caitlin Moran 

Imagine a world where... Your phone is too big for your hand; 
Your doctor prescribes a drug that is wrong for your body; In a 
car accident you are 47% more likely to be injured. If any of that 
sounds familiar, chances are you're a woman. 

From government policy and medical research, to 
technology, workplaces, and the media. Invisible 
Women reveals how in a world built for and by men 
we are systematically ignoring half of the 
population, often with disastrous consequences.  

Discover the shocking gender bias that affects our 
everyday lives. 

Leading up to May 23, UN International Day to End 
Obstetric Fistula, why not read these two:  

Catherine Hamlin (with John Littlle): The Hospital by the River 

This book is a candid account of 60 years of 
service to women in Ethiopia suffering from 
obstetric fistula. Dr Hamlin weaves her own 
story together with the history of the hospital and 
that of her adopted country, Ethiopia. The 2016 
edition includes a foreword by Dame Quentin 
Bryce.  

Sue Williams: Healing Lives 

Two incredible women, an unlikely friendship, and a united 
mission to save the lives of some of the world's poorest and 
most desperate women. Healing Lives reveals the untold tale of 
Mamitu Gashe, Dr Catherine Hamlin's protégée, and the 
inspiring almost 60-year friendship between the two women.  

In 1962, three years after Drs Catherine and Reg Hamlin 
arrived in Ethiopia, an illiterate peasant girl sought their aid. 
Mamitu Gashe was close to death and horrifically injured during 
childbirth after an arranged marriage - at the age of just 
fourteen to a man she'd never met - in a remote mountain 

village. The Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital saved her and, in 
return, Mamitu dedicated her life to Catherine's mission.  

Under the iconic doctor's guidance, Mamitu 
went from mopping floors and comforting 
her fellow patients, to becoming one of the 
most acclaimed fistula surgeons in the 
world, despite never having had a day's 
schooling.  
This is the moving story of the friendship 
that saved the lives of over 60,000 of the 
poorest women on earth. 

Pip Williams: The Dictionary of Lost Words 

This debut novel, by South Australian writer Pip Williams, 
covers a timespan from 1882 to 1989. It is set mainly in 
Oxford, but events occur in Bath, Shropshire, and Adelaide, 
Australia. The story is based on true events, the central one 
being the compilation of Oxford University Press’s New 
English Dictionary (now the Oxford English Dictionary) by a 
team of lexicographers led by Sir James Murray. Murray 
began compiling the dictionary in 1879 and, after his death in 
1915, completed by his fellow editors in 1928. The second 
edition appeared in 1989; it is currently being revised.  

Williams’s fictional central character, Esme 
Nicoll, lives with her widowed father Harry, 
a lexicographer who works on the 
dictionary. She spends her days beneath 
the sorting table where the lexicographers 
sort and assess the slips of paper that 
record contributions sent to Murray 
following his worldwide appeal for words to 
be included in the new dictionary.  

One day, a lexicographer drops off a slip of paper. It falls 
under the table and Esme rescues it. She places it inside a 
small wooden suitcase kept under the bed of the Murrays’ 
housemaid Lizzie. Esme and Lizzie also collect words from 
stallholders in Oxford’s Covered Market, many of them 
“vulgar”.  

Over several years, Esme secretes a trunkful of words, which 
comprise the book published many years later, titled in the 
novel as Women’s Words and Their Meanings.  

Williams grafts an emotional story onto other historical figures 
and interweaves the themes of women’s equality and the 
suffrage movement.  

NETFLIX: Unbelievable 

Based on a true story, this drama about a retracted rape 
allegation is a grim story of trauma, power and injustice and a 
fiercely feminist look at the nature of truth and whose stories 
get heard. 

This gripping true crime drama is based on the 
real-life story of Marie, a then 18-year-old 
woman who reported being raped by a masked 
intruder in her home—only to be re-victimised 
by detectives who accused her of fabricating 
her story. Subsequently, two female detectives 
investigate a spate of eerily similar attacks.  

Ultimately, the real-life attacker, Marc O'Leary, was 
sentenced to 327.5 years in prison by the state of Colorado 


