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During our forced lockdowns, members have continued to sew 
breast cushions carrying out COVID safe practices organized 
by the Service and Advocacy committee. Our brief mini 
freedom between phase 1 and phase 2 saw a part assembly 
of Birthing Kits at the homes of Jennifer Ray and Sharon 
Nelson-Kelly. The Board was also able to sneak in a meeting 
of the new Executive at our Banks to change over signatures 
and enjoy a coffee.  Our freedom all too short lived.   

At our Amelia Earhart July meeting we welcomed Dr Airlie 
Chapman as our guest speaker.  Airlie is a twice recipient of 
the Amelia Earhart Fellowship and holds a PhD in Aeronautics 
& Astronautics. Our guest speaker for August was Alana 
Johnson from the Victorian Women’s Trust. The club is hoping 
to collaborate with VWT on some of their projects. 

Our ability to carry out our normal Zontian projects for the 
remaining months of 2020 will continue to be very limited; 
however, I am glad to report that the club and D23 is 
channeling energies into more Advocacy. We now have a 
chair for D23 Advocacy Committee in Area 1 (Bev) and our 
club rep (Glenda). Bev chaired the A1 inaugural meeting in 
early August. We are looking forward to lots more information 
on this subject within the coming months.  

Finally, I would like to thank all club members for their 
continued enthusiasm during such difficult times.  We have 
stayed connected and supported each other through our club, 
board, committee and social meetings through technology – a 
learning curve for many of us. Keep well and keep safe. 

In Zonta Fellowship,  

Julie Pincombe. 
President 2020-21 
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Notes from the President  
It is an honour to be representing ZCMOY as your new 
President and certainly a new type of challenge during this 
period in time.  In addition to the new board (announced 
previously), I welcome Sharon Karasmanis as our Archivist 
and our committee chairs for 2020-2021 Gillian Wilton 
(Membership), Caroline Kettle (Service and Advocacy), 
Melinda Young (Program and Public Relations) and Sharon 
Nelson-Kelly (Fundraising). Thank you to all our members for 
participating and playing your respective roles in your club 
committees. Several members are serving District 23 - Kay 
Stewart, Lt. Governor and Membership chair; Bev Devidas, 
Area 1 Advocacy Committee chair (with Glenda Lapsley 
ZCMOY representative for that committee); under the D23 
Service committee, Jasmine Koch is co-ordinator for the 
Amelia Earhart (AE) Fellowships and Yvonne Lockwood the 
for Young Women in Public Affairs (YWPA) Award.   

The first meeting of the club year in June saw committee 
chairs submit draft planning reports, which will be confirmed 
later in the year when District 23 distributes the biennium 
goals for 2020-2022 based on ZI goals.  We were also happy 
to hear from Amritaa Sekhon and her cohorts representing 
the younger element of ZCMOY, with a “Fit for the Future” 
presentation giving us their ideas for the future and what 
changes they would like to incorporate. All members agreed 
that there were some great ideas, many of which we will be 
implementing during the biennium. 

One of the benefits of using Zoom during our forced 
lockdowns is the ability to connect with other clubs in our own 
Area 1 as well as all clubs in District 23. This came into use 
when our cancelled Areas 1 and 4 workshop for May 2020 
was incorporated into a whole District 23 Webinar for all 
Areas.  So too, the June 2020 Past President’s Group Areas 
1 and 4 Building Better Boards workshop became a whole 
District 23 online training session for Executive positions. 
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Zooming In 
A poem Bani McSpeddin published in the Saturday Age ‘Good 
Weekend’, 1 Aug 2020. 

Who’d ever heard of a thing called Zoom 

About as familiar as life on the moon 

Dialling in—and seeing a face 

Is this the new normal for the human race? 

Then there’s the distance we’re meant to keep 

Who knew the distance that germs could leap? 

Not to mention wearing a mask 

Or glove-wearing, sanitizing and other tasks 

But  if the world we knew has gone to pot 

And the signs are evident, easy to spot 

The good news is we’re mostly still here 

Surely a reason for at least some cheer 

And while the impact is plain to see 

Time will help us get off our knees 

And maybe find a better place 

Where daily life is about more than pace. 

Breast Care Cushions—Jasmine Koch 

I would like to introduce Pam Brown. I 
have known Pam forever. Her daughter 
Leah and I are best friends. I asked 
Pam if she would like to sew some 
drawstring bags for our breast cushions 
and Pam agreed. AND I’m thrilled with 
the result and really appreciate Pam’s 
efforts. Her bags are stunning and 
match well with the cushions that have 

been made by our teams. Pam has sewn 150 bags over the 
past two months and is now also making face masks – 
gorgeous ones at that. THANK YOU PAM! 

Area 1 & 4 Central Pool Report 1/1/20—30/6/20 

Opening balance                              4 

Received 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distributed                                     441 

Closing balance                               48 

                                                                     Taking delivery 

D23 YWPA Award 2020 
 

Britney Pham, 

Nominated  by the  Zonta Club of  
Melbourne’s East. 
 

Britney is an International Baccalaureate                            
student at Presbyterian Ladies College,                              
intending to study medicine after the completion of Year 12. 
She is College Vice Captain and is recognised as an inclu-
sive, encouraging and confident leader. She is a compassion-
ate young woman, a polished and assured public speaker and 
displays a thoughtful and compassionate attitude to those 
around her. Britney uses her leadership roles to empower and 
motivate her peers in seeking positive change. Fluent in four 
languages; Britney also has a significant appreciation and 
understanding for cultural differences and expectations. Brit-
ney has participated in a range of volunteer and social activi-
ties at PLC and established the first Rotary Interact Club at 
the school. She is acutely aware that not all women share the 
liberties and rights that she does and is determined to use this 
privilege for the betterment of those less fortunate. 

Frances Quinn Arts Encouragement  

The 2020 award recipient is Sidra Nissen, a classical voice 
student and School Captain from the Victorian College of the 
Arts Secondary School. We look forward to hearing her per-
form when COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 

New Appointment—Bev Devidas  

Bev has recently been voted onto the Residential Services 
Board of Office of the Public Advocate (OPA) and will also sit 
on the combined Board for two years. She has been the Re-
gional  Convenor for Inner East Metro - Supported Residential 
Services (SRS) for two years. Congratulations, Bev! 

Birthing Kits at Home 

While we have been unable to 
complete our Birthing Kits, pre-
liminary  work was done by 
groups of us during the brief 
window in which we were al-
lowed to gather Thanks to Jen-
nifer Ray and Sharon Nelson-
Kelly 

Zonta Mission & Vision 

Mission:  Zonta International is a leading global organiza-
tion of professionals empowering women worldwide through 
service and advocacy. 

Vision: Zonta International envisions a world in which 
women's rights are recognized as human rights and every 
woman is able to achieve her full potential. 

2020-22 Theme: Transitions, Change and New Opportuni-
ties—Accomplished Through Teamwork 

ZC Melbourne on Yarra 319 

ZC Melbourne's East 24 

ZC Central Goldfields 44 

ZC Kyneton 83 

ZC Mornington Peninsula 15 

                               Total   485 
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Zonta Interna onal Board Inducted 
President  Sharon Langenbeck   (USA) 

President Elect:  Ute Scholz    (Germany) 

Vice President:  Salla Tuominen  (Finland) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Mari McKenzie  (USA) 

Directors: Akiko Kinoshita              (Japan)  

     Hortense Chekete          (Benin) 

     Fernanda Gallo Freschi      (Italy) 

     Souella Cumming          (New Zealand) 

     Dorte Marianne Olesen      (Denmark) 

     Florence Fischer-Herber  (Luxembourg) 

     Ina Wasserling               (Germany) 

Sharon Langenbeck                          Sandra Burns 

 

2020‐22 D23 Board Inducted 
Governor     Sandra Burns 

Lt Governor       Kay Stewart 

Treasurer                Lyn Symonds 

Secretary                Kimberley 

Area 1 Director       Trish MacLean 

Area 2 Director       Chris Frick 

Vice A2 Director     Jane Morrison 

Area 3 Director       Tyril Houghton 

Area 4 Director       Eloise Forbes 

Area 5 Director       Vicki Carmen-Brown 

Upcoming Events 
As a result of the COVID-19 shut-
down, many of our plans have been 
put on hold—but not abandoned. 

Aug 13th         Monthly Meeting via Zoom 

Sept 10th           Monthly Meeting via Zoom 

Oct 8th               Monthly Meeting TBA 

Postponed         Birthing Kit Assembly with MFB 

Postponed         Pre-Loved Bag Sale  

Postponed        Fran Quinn  Recital 

United Na ons Days 
  8 Sept    International Literacy Day 

  1 Oct     International Day of Older Persons 

11 Oct    International Day of the Girl Child 

15 Oct              International Day of Rural Women 

24 Oct              United Nations Day (estd 1945)  

PIP Val Sarah (D23) awarded ZI  
Meritorious Service Award  
Beryl McMillan, Centennial Anniversary Committee chairman, 
contributed to this article 

The Centennial Anniversary Biennium has been a time to 
empower women in communities across the world. It has also 
been a time to reflect upon the work and service of Zonta’s 
leaders and honor the contributions that have been made. 

The Zonta International Board has chosen to recognize the 
service of two members who have exemplified the spirit of 
Zonta: Val Sarah, 1998–2000 International President, and 
Eva Nielsen, 2014-2016 District 13 Governor, both of whom 
are members of the Centennial Anniversary Committee.  

For many years of leading and executing work through her 
ongoing international leadership roles, and for their extensive 
work and priceless contributions to the legacy of Zonta 
through the compilation of the Zonta International history, Val 
and Eva respectively, have been chosen for the Zonta 
International Meritorious Service Award.  

The Meritorious Service Award is a prestigious award given in 
recognition of exceptional service performed at the 
international level, including outstanding Zonta leadership; 
remarkable, successful efforts in membership, service, PR or 
other Zonta activities; and activities which have created a 
legacy for the organization which has resulted in other 
unspecified areas. 

After joining Zonta as charter president 
of the Zonta Club of Ballarat in 1978, 
Val has continued to hold leadership 
roles in Zonta at the international level 
in almost every biennium since 1982, 
while simultaneously holding club and 
district roles and maintaining active 
club membership. Val’s passion for 
Zonta and its history was exemplified 
when she commissioned and 
contributed to ‘A History of Zonta 
International 1919-1999’ published in 
2000, the concluding year of her 
biennium as International President.  

With a vision to produce a comprehensive history for the 
centennial anniversary, International President Dianne 
Curtis established the Centennial Anniversary Committee 
in 2010, appointing Val to lead this extensive decade-long 
project. Val involved clubs and districts, through their 
archivists and historians, in organizing their records and 
documenting or updating their histories for use in the 
production of ‘100 Years of Zonta International’ authored 
by Eva Nielsen. Its publication earlier this year has made 
this the perfect time to acknowledge and celebrate Val’s 
extensive contribution to our history. 

“Those who have had the privilege of working with Val 
have also learnt much from her,” writes Beryl McMillan 
who has worked alongside Val for many years. “She 
willingly shares her extensive knowledge and 
understanding of Zonta’s history. She remembers details 
of people and conversations. In an exchange with Val, she 
concentrates solely on the person she is with. She gives 
advice and makes suggestions in a warm and respectful 
manner. She has the capacity to bring out the best in 
people.” 
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COVID‐19 ‘iso’ projects 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

    Jennifer Marriott: Cross stich                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

Many of our members have had the time to explore their    
creative side during the shut down. Here are some wonderful 
examples to enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

  

 

 

              Bev Devidas: Cross stitch 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 

 

Entertainment Memberships 
For a number of years, we have been raising a modest 
amount through the sales of Entertainment Books.  From this 

Connie Honaker: baby Ciaran now 6 mths old 

            Jennifer Ray:  quilt 

‘Pretty Birds’ by Elizabeth Hartman  

Caroline Kettle: 
chilli pepper,  one of 
many vegetables 

Gillian Wilton: 
Knitted vest 

                        Gillian Wilton: Bread 

AND Angela Yin and Jason welcomed a 
baby boy on 17 August, just as this was 
going to press.. Congratulations! 

Yvonne Lockwood: Knitted throw #1 

Jasmine Koch: Knitted scarves                   

Gillian Wilton: quilt ‘C’est la Vie’ 


