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Gabrielle Williams, and CEO Victorian Legal Aid Peter Noble 
in support of the Court Network. Several individual members 
also wrote support letters. 

We have found new ways to do our business and our service 
projects. We can no longer hold our Breast Cushion finishing 
afternoons. Chairman of Service and Advocacy, Caroline  
Kettle, has paired up 16 members to be producers of breast 
comfort cushions so that our much in demand breast comfort 
cushion project can proceed.  

Membership has organised regular Friday Night Drinks via 
Zoom. Members join in the conversations to keep in touch. 
Many topics have been covered and we have discovered the 
many non-Zonta interests of our members.  

We are sad that Elaine Barry has retired from Zonta but she 
will remain a Friend of Zonta. We thank Elaine for her six 
years Zonta service and wish her well for the future. We also 
received a resignation from our youngest member, Bella Haig. 
We hope she will return to us when things settle down. 

In April, we welcomed Janet Townsend and in May, Celia 
Chang as new members of ZC MoY.  

PR & Program organised a new club brochure to be printed 
and established an Instagram account and new hashtag for 
our club. #lovezontamelb 

I am very pleased that our club has embraced new technology 
and continued our service and advocacy roles. It has been my 
privilege to be President during Zonta’s Centennial 
Anniversary. I thank all members of ZC MoY for your support 
and friendship over the past two years and especially the 
support of Board members Julie Pincombe, Suzanne Lees, 
Jasmine Koch, Yvonne Lockwood, Gillian Wilton and Amritaa 
Sekhon. 

I wish incoming President Julie and her Board all the best for 
the coming year. 

In Zonta Fellowship,  

Bev Devidas. 

President 2018-2020 

 #lovezontamelb 
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Notes from the President  
Zonta International Goal 1 for 2018-2020 is “we maximise our 
impact through service and advocacy initiatives and 
educational programs that empower women and girls.” 

ZC MoY was able to hold two business dinner meetings 
before COVID-19 public health crisis hit Australia and 
countries around the world. At our February meeting, we had 
two guest speakers: firstly, we heard a presentation from 
Frances Maloney, Coordinator Community Development and 
Positive Ageing for City of Yarra, and then a presentation by 
Ally Oliver-Perham from the Victorian Women’s Trust. In 
March, ZC MoY celebrated International Women’s Day with a 
talk by Kay Stewart, Zonta D23 UN Coordinator.  

Zontians and friends gathered at The Ark for a style night to 
kick off our season of fundraising. Thank you to Wendy 
Cameron for taking the lead.  

We assisted St Columba’s School with their Birthing Kit 
Assembly day and I was privileged to launch the fundraising 
for a Birthing Kit Assembly Day at Ivanhoe Girls Grammar 
School. 

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, our Birthing Kit Assembly day 
and Pre-Loved Bag Sale (PLBS), our major fundraiser, had to 
be cancelled as well as face-to-face meetings in April and 
May. However, we are now au fait with a video conferencing 
platform for Board, Committee, business and social meetings. 

By the end of March, our club determined to maintain 
governance, increase our advocacy and fellowship until the 
public health situation is altered. Our voting for new office 
bearers was done via email, we joined with D23 and the 
Victorian Women’s Trust in supporting a plea for continued 
funding for the Court Network program. As President, on 
behalf of members I wrote to politicians including Federal 
Attorney-General Christian Porter, Victorian Attorney General 
Jill Hennessy, Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence 

Yarra Yarns 

Here we are on Zoom 
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Membership Ma ers 

 

 

 

Janet Townsend was our first online virtual induction of a new 
member in 2020 at our April meeting followed by Celia Chang 
in May.  We welcome you both. It will be quite a different start 
for our new members but I know they will be welcomed into 
their new committees and at our general meetings online.  We 
look forward to when we can all gather together again 
physically to share a meal and continued fellowship. 

During our current enforced lockdown, the Membership 
Committee has introduced a Zoom Friday night Happy Hour 
held from 6 pm.  We have had approximately 9 to 11 members 
attend our past four meetings and they have proven to be 
quite entertaining.  Subjects have been discussed such as our 
ancestry with each member adding a snippet of their history, 
recommended Netflix, iView or other streaming shows to 
watch, what meals have been cooked, creative ideas to 
replace our normal social activities, relating funny family 
incidents and a whole lot more. We would love to see more 
members join us on a Friday night and welcome any further 
topics or ideas to keep us entertained.  

Ge ng to know you 
Janet Townsend: 

I was born in London and my family 
moved to Australia in 1964. They 
did a complete lifestyle change from 
inner city life in west London to a 
small hobby farm in the small town 
of Euroa in NE Victoria. My family 
just loved Australia.  

I moved to Melbourne to  go to university when I was 17 and 
completed an Arts degree. I made many lifelong friends, like 
Glenda Lapsley, who introduced me to Zonta. 

My first job was a graduate position in hospital management. 
After maternity leave (first son) I worked part time for my 
husband’s marketing consultancy.  

After my second son was born, I went back study, including a 
graduate diploma in Women’s Studies. I had always been 
interested in women’s issues so this course was made for me.  
I was going to do a Masters, but my family were given the 
opportunity to spend a couple of years in Germany with my 
husband’s work. Too good to refuse! We spent three years 
living in Bonn, where I was locally employed by the Australian 
embassy in the migration department – fascinating work.  

On returning to Australia I decided to do a Masters in Applied 
Social Research as I really enjoyed research and writing. 
While studying part time, I found the perfect job with the Dept 
of Public Health at Melbourne Uni working on a Cancer Family 
Study. I worked mainly from home on this project for 10 years 
and then worked for five years with the Australian twin registry 
(which was in the same department) recruiting twins to take 
part in a variety of medical studies.  

I retired from the University of Melbourne about 5 years ago to 
work part time with my husband’s IT company AcctWeb/

PlannerWeb. We supply digital marketing solutions to a niche 
market of accountants and financial planners. I do not profess 
to be an IT expert; I mainly write copy, edit websites and some 
accounting. But I do know some IT experts which is handy!. 

I also enjoy reading and my book club, I started botanical 
watercolour painting a couple of years ago and I love 
travelling – mainly to visit my son who lives in London with his 
partner. I am keeping busy during the COVID-19 lockdown as 
I spend half my time in Euroa caring for my Mother.  

Celia Chang 

Celia writes: ‘Originally from Singapore, I have lived in 
Australia for about 13 years. My interest is in social justice and 
community development, and I have worked extensively with 
multicultural communities. I joined Zonta to be more "social" 
outside my work with like-minded people— hopefully the 
COVID-19 situation would soon pass! I enjoy reading and 
movies, wine and music, and travel, and arts and craft, such 
as mosaic and candle-making. 

 
 
Here she is making 
friends with a quokka 
on Rottnest Island 
 
 

 

Breast Cushions 
While we are unable to hold working bees to make cushions 
at the moment, breast cancer ‘waits for no woman (or man)’ 
and the demand continues unabated. We now have eight 
teams of ‘sewers and stuffers’ around Melbourne, with 150 
cushions in progress. Thanks to Jennifer Ray for organising 
supplies and assembling kits for sewers and to Jasmine Koch 
for organising deliveries. 

          A colourful assortment of cushions and bags 

United Na ons Days 

  7 April    World Health Day 

12 April    International Day of Human Space Flight 

23 May    International Day to End Obstetric Fistula 

30 July             International Day Against Trafficking in  

                         Persons  
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2020‐21 Club Board Inducted 
President:     Julie Pincombe 

Vice-President   Gillian Wilton 

Treasurer                Devika Fernando 

Secretary                Sue Lees 

Board members      Christine Fitzherbert, Yvonne Lockwood 

                        Jennifer Marriott, Gail Neil, Melinda Young 

Toast to the Zonta Club of Milan (April 

Mee ng—Sue Lees) 
Having visited Milan in January and February the area was very 
much on my mind.  I contacted the Club and received delighted 
replies from Fernando Gallo Freschi who is a club member and 
current Governor of District 28, which covers five countries – 
Germany, Italy, Liechtenstein, Turkey and German speaking 
Switzerland.  58 clubs, 1400 members and four languages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Also a reply from Daniela Pedrini, who has set up an e-club 
under the auspices of the Milan club.  Daniela is a former 
winner of the Amelia Earhart award.  She wanted to join a 
Zonta club but there were none in her area of Pisa, Tuscany so 
she started an e-club, which currently has members in 
Germany and Italy.  50% of the members are Amelia Earhart 
Fellows. 

The Zonta Club of Milan is very happy that we are thinking of 
them.  Fernanda wrote: 

‘At the moment all our members and their families are healthy. 
We meet via Zoom sometimes. The country is under lockdown, 
all non-essential business closed, people allowed out of their 
homes only for essential errands. Our hospitals are collapsing 
with infected people, doctors and nurses are exhausted. Since 
a few days Milan the number of newly infected people seems to 
decrease, and the number of healed is increasing, therefore we 
hope that the situation will go back to normality, some day.’ 

The Zonta Club of Milan has currently 31 members.  They are a 
very active group and some of the projects that are interesting 
to us, are: 

 In 2019, as part of the club’s 40th 
anniversary and the ZI Centenary, they 
organised a fashion show with a 
difference in Milan.  The models were 15 
young women with minor disabilities.  
They got support from an NGO, local 
govts and stars of the fashion industry.  
The message was – ‘Don’t discriminate 
in the fashion industry’. Funds raised 
were used for scholarships for these 
young girls. 

 Their annual ‘Zonta Says No’ campaign is done in 
conjunction with major local sporting teams. 

 As part of World Expo ’15 they developed, in conjunction 
with teachers, a board game about waste, and organised 
a seminar involving women entrepreneurs and experts 
about how to prevent food waste. 

 The e-club and the Zonta Club of Milan are involved in a 
‘WomenGoDigital’ program run by Milan Women’s 
Council. 

 The e-club organised the first Amelia Earhart Fellows 
reunion in Basel, Switzerland.  The e-club supports 
educational programs, especially in universities, which try 
to encourage women to enter male-dominated areas. 

 For IWD 2020 they shared with other Zontians and non-
Zontians an extract from an interview they did with 
Professor Maria Rita Gismondo, Head of the Department 
of Virology, Clinical Microbiology and Bio-emergencies at 
a Milan University hospital. 

 

Q:  As a researcher in the first line against the significant and 
global spread of COVID-19 and as a women engaged for a 
long time in female associations, what simple message would 
you like to forward to contemporary women, who often play a 
strategic role in many situations of daily life? 

A: I have no doubts.  Never stop loving yourself, believing in 
yourself, accepting yourself with intelligent irony and helping 
each other, if possible, especially in the most critical and dark 
moments of your life.  Reward yourself every day with a 
gesture, even small and light, of attention to your femininity.  
And above all be proud of it!  Why? Because ‘LOVE 
YOURSELF’ in a balanced and constant way means 
STRENGTHEN your immune system, against the attacks of 
any virus, including that of depression, fear and distrust in the 
present and in the future. 

 

Upcoming Events 

As a result of the COVID-19 
shut-down, many of our plans 
have been put on hold—but not 
abandoned. 

May             14th Monthly Meeting via Zoom 

 Installation of 2020-21 Board 

May                    30th D23 Webinar 

June          11th Monthly Meeting 

July          9th Monthly Meeting 

July       17th ZI, ZIF and D23 2020-22 Boards 

                           assume office 

August              13th Monthly Meeting 

Postponed        Birthing Kit Assembly with  

          Metropolitan Fire Brigade 

                           (May morph into Birthing Kits at Home) 

Postponed         Pre-Loved Bag Sale (Richmond Town Hall)  
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Entertainment Memberships 

For a number of years, we have been raising a modest 
amount through the sales of Entertainment Books.  In recent 
years, a digital membership has also been an option. 

From this year, only digital memberships are available. The 
advantages are: 

 You can identify participating businesses close to your 
location using your smartphone 

 You can purchase memberships for more than one city/
area (Great for gifts!) 

To order your membership and help support our fundraising 
efforts, visit:  

https//:www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/18453a8 

Thank a feminist 

If you are a woman and you can: 

1. Vote 

2. Go to college 

3. Wear pants 

4. Keep the money you earn 

5. Have a job 

6. Own property 

7. Have the right to read the books you want 

8. Get a divorce if you choose 

9. Use birth control 

10. Won’t lose your job if you become pregnant 

11. Marry who you want 

12. Testify in your own defence 

13. Run for office 

14. Prosecute sexual assault no matter what 

15. Get a loan 

16. Practice a professional sport 

17. Talk openly about menstruation 

18. Get an abortion 

19. Serve in the military 

20. Breastfeed your baby in a public place 

21. Choose to show your body or not 

Posters available from:  

https://www.boredpanda.com/international-women-day-thank-
feminist-equality-rights/?  

Vale Catherine 
Hamlin AC, FRCS, 
FRANZCOG, FRCOG  
24.01.1924—18.03.2020 

Honorary Zontian  

Most Zontians will be aware of Australian obstetricians/
gyneagologists Drs Catherine and Reg Hamlin, and their work 
with obstetric fistula patients in Ethiopia. Their work strikes a 
chord with ZI’s Vision.  

Born in Sydney, Elinor Catherine Nicholson graduated in 
medicine from The University of Sydney in the 1940s. She 
married New Zealander Dr Reginald Hamlin, who was the 
medical superintendent at Crown Street Hospital, in 1950.  

In 1959, with their six year-old son Richard, they travelled to 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, expecting to spend three years at a 
government hospital to set up a nursing school of midwifery. 
In fact, they spent the rest of their lives there and established 
the only specialist hospital for women with obstetric fistula in 
the world. In 1974, they founded Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital 
and over the years, the hospital has treated more than 60,000 
patients. In addition, they trained many local people to work 
at the hospital. In 1999, the hospital was expaned from 40 to 
300 beds and currently does more than 1000 operations/year. 

When Reg died in 1993, Catherine took over the running of 
the hospital and Reg’s fundraising activities in addition to car-
ing for patients. 

Among her many awards and accolades, Catherine was 
awarded an AM in 1983 and was promoted to AC in 1995. 
Also in 1983, she received the Rotary International Award for 
International Understanding. She was made an Honorary 
Zontian in 1996.  She was twice nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize (1999 and 2014). In 2001, she was awarded an 
Australian Centenary Medal and in 2004 was named as an 
Australian National Living Treasure. In 2009 she was award-
ed the Right Livelihood Award, also called the "alternative 
Nobel Prize". She was proudly made an Honorary Ethiopian 
Citizen in 2012,  

Catherine died peacefully 
in her home of 61 years 
in the grounds of the 
hospital just five days 
before the UN Day to 
End Obstetric Fistula. 
She is buried beside her 
husband in the British 
War Graves Cemetery in Addis Ababa,  

Zonta Mission & Vision 

Mission:  Zonta International is a leading global organiza-
tion of professionals empowering women worldwide through 
service and advocacy. 

Vision: Zonta International envisions a world in which 
women's rights are recognized as human rights and every 
woman is able to achieve her full potential. 

Empowering Women Through Service and Advocacy 


