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We held an afternoon tea 
at the showroom of 
Lendlease in April, sold 
Entertainment Books, and 
attended a film night in 
May to see ‘Top End 
Wedding, starring  the 
talented Miranda Tapsell. 

 

The Service and Advocacy committee has been busy 
receiving and organising our Zonta Awards, Young Women in 
Public Affairs Award, the Jane M Klausman  Women in 
Business Scholarship and the inaugural Women in 
Technology Scholarship, sponsored by Lockheed Martin. 

As part of the Centennial Anniversary, ZC MoY is reviewing 
nominations for the Centenary Community Award that 
recognises an outstanding individual or business/organisation 
in the city/community who has contributed significantly to 
empowering women; and the Centenary Champion Award that 
recognises and honours an outstanding individual in the city/
community with a record of empowering women. 

We have a busy program in the months ahead with our 
celebration of Amelia Earhart in July, Awards night in August 
and Fran Quin Arts Encouragement Concert in October. Many 
ZC MoY members are attending Districts Convention in 
Brisbane in September, and the A1 Centennial Anniversary 
Celebration lunch on 27th October. 

I look forward to sharing these experiences over the coming 
months. 

In Zonta Fellowship, Bev Devidas. 

Interna onal visitor 
Bev Devidas and Gillian Wilton met Ingrid Lagarrique 
on a Saturday in early March.  

Ingrid is a French national, now living in London. She 
was briefly visiting Australia for a commercial air show 
in her capacity as European Commercial Manager: Air 
and Space in the Aerospace & Defense Department of 
EnerSys.  

Ingrid's mother was a member of a 
Zonta Club in Paris and Ingrid 
wished to liaise with some 
Melbourne Zontians. She is was 
also interested in joining a Zonta 
Club in London.  

 

We had a marvellous, chatty lunch and Gillian even 
managed some French conversation!    
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Notes from the President  
Thank you to the members of Zonta MoY for accepting me as 
your president for a second year. I was delighted to have 
Governor Jane Adornetto attend our May meeting to induct 
the 2019-20 ZC MoY Board: Julie Pincombe, Vice President, 
Chair of Membership and Golden Z Coordinator; Christine 
Fitzherbert, Secretary continuing until July when Suzanne 
Lees steps into the role; Jasmine Koch, Treasurer; Yvonne 
Lockwood, Director and Amritaa Sekhon, Director. Thank you 
to all members for agreeing to be on your respective 
committees. I look forward to working with you all over the 
next year. 

Governor Jane spoke about the worldwide role of Zonta 
International, which was of great interest for both new and old 
Zontians. 

ZC MoY has been pleased to welcome new members 
Jasmine Schuijers, Jennifer Marriott and Connie Honaker. We 
look forward to their friendship and the skills they bring to our 
club. We were sorry to say goodbye to Christine Kirkham who 
has transferred to Mornington, and Pat Gray who has moved 
to Adelaide. Christine and Pat were long time Zontians and 
we thank them for the work they contributed to Zonta, their 
fellowship and support of Zonta projects and events. 

We have had interesting and stimulating speakers at our 
dinner meetings:  

 In April we welcomed Nikki Lees who spoke about her 
work in establishing and running S.E.W. in Tanzania; and 
her work as a women’s rights lawyer in Melbourne.  

 In May we welcomed Dr Andrea Britton, Veterinarian and 
Public Health practitioner who has specialised in 
diseases associated with the human/animal interface. 
Through her work with Vets Beyond Borders, she has 
developed and implemented a program to eradicate 
rabies by 2030. 

Yarra Yarns 
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Breast Care Cushions 
Another successful breast care cushion working bee was held 
at Frances Gentle’s home on Sunday 2 June. Total number of 
completed and bagged cushions was 78.  Thanks to members 
and friends who helped. Notable among our helpers this time 
was Lisa Castle, the Breast Care Nurse for surgeon Miss 
Elaine Bevington, who happily took 30 cushions back to the 
practice at the end of the day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club members with Lisa Castle (2nd from right) 

Frances’ daughter and 
grandaughter are regular  helpers.  
Anika, aged 6,  who is developing 
a range of useful skills, produced 
this drawing after the day. She 
said ‘On the weekend, I went to a 
sewing place where we made 
breast cushions’. 

You are welcome every time, 
Anika! 

 

Caroline Almonte at the 
Melbourne Recital Centre 

Caroline Almonte, (piano) inaugural 
winner of the Fran Quinn Arts 
Encouragement Award, is performing 
with Blair Harris (cello) on Monday 23 
September at 6pm. 

Tickets are available from $39 ($29 
concession. Book by phone: 9699 
3333 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm) or in person 
at the Melbourne Recital Centre Box 
Office (open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm and 
two hours prior to all performances).  

If you have not had the pleasure of hearing Caroline perform, 
this is your opportunity!  

Membership 
At the May Meeting, we welcomed  new 
member, Connie Honaker. She is 
originally from Boston and worked for 
about five years in the U.S.  Married to 
Hugh, she enjoys flying (as a pilot)  aa 
her hobby. 

 

Vale Chris ne 
Bridgart 
We were saddened to hear of the 
death of former member, Christine 
Bridgart on 1st May. Christine joined 
the Zonta Club of Melbourne in 1982 
and moved to Melbourne on Yarra 
when two Melbourne clubs combined. 
During her time with Zonta, she 
served as Secretary (1984-87; 1992),  President: 1988, Vice 
President: 2000-2002, and several stints as a Director. 

One of the service projects of the ZC of Melbourne was to 
provide airline  travel bags to women exiting Fairlea Women’s 
Prison (this facility no longer exists). The women left prison 
with all their belongings in a garbage bag and the travel bags 
were a way of providing a bit more dignity for the women as 
they waited at the bus stop. For many years after, including 
during her time with ZC MoY, Christine continued to collect 
appropriate bags and delivered them once or twice a year to 
the organisation that helped women exiting prison. 

Christine was also renowned for making the best mango 
chutney and Seville orange marmalade! She would bring jars 
to every meeting and they would always sell out.  

Christine was born in England and studied languages at 
Oxford University. During her time there, she was awarded 
Blues in three different sports. A highlight of her cricketing 
efforts was to take five wickets from 11 balls! 

Finding that her qualification did not guarantee her a job, she 
trained as a shorthand typist and later as a nurse at Barts 
Hospital in London. This combination of talents led to her 
working as office manager for the Red Cross in Melbourne. 

In the 1960’s Christine applied for an AMEX card only to be 
told she needed her husband’s signature of approval on the 
application. She was outraged by this discrimination as she 
was earning her own income and so refused to have anything 
to do with AMEX again. She never used an AMEX card. 

In Australia, while working as a District Nurse, she met Bill, to 
whom she was later married for a short but happy eight years 
until his death.  

Christine’s other interests included a love of dogs (she owned 
Bedlington terriers), gardening, and theatre.  

She lived in Sandringham until she moved into The Gables 
Aged Care Facility in 2014. Even after she became unable to 
attend meetings, she maintained her membership as long as 
she could , having expressed the desire to ‘die a Zontian’. 

She had a very short illness of about ten days, during 
which time she had lovely care at The Gables. Her 
niece Sara, along with Marion Russell (her cousin’s 
wife) and her long-time nursing friend Ruth, were with 
her at various times. 

She died calmly and peacefully at The Gables with Sara by 
her side comforting and encouraging her. She had a priest’s 
blessing for the journey just a few hours before she died.  

There was no public funeral. Christine’s body was to be 
cremated and interred along with husband Bill’s ashes, 



3 

The Pa ern of Domes c Violence  
By Iram Rizvi  
Like every tsunami, it starts small. A slap here, a hit there. 
Nothing to worry about. He apologizes, says it will never 
happen again.  
  But it does.  
It happens again. Harder this time, perhaps a punch or two. It 
becomes a pattern.  
 
Beat, repent, repeat.  
The physical abuse.  

The pattern.  

OR  
It is completely inconspicuous. Almost invisible to the 
outside world and sometimes, to the victim, too. 
Charming dominance turns into irrational jealousy and 
possessiveness. Endearing neediness becomes 
suffocating. You find yourself trying to stay out for as 
long as you can. You know it’s coming.  
 
The emotional abuse.  

The pattern. 

 According to the World Health Organization, almost 
one third of women who have been in a relationship 
report that they have experienced some form of physical 
and/or sexual violence by their intimate partner in their 
lifetime. 
 Not everyone has the courage to fight back against 
abuse and violence. It’s not simply about being ‘brave’ – 
it becomes almost impossible to have courage if you 
don’t have a voice. Sometimes, even those who do are 
stifled by the fear of humiliation and social stigma 
surrounding gender-based violence.  
 Not everyone has a loving family or friends to fall back 
on. Not everyone can simply wake up one day, decide 
they have had enough, and leave. It’s not that easy, oh 
how I wish it was, but it isn’t.  
 
Although, it’s also not impossible. 
 
 You might wonder, why must they stay? Is it the 
children? Or the familiarity? Or worst of all, the tainted 
love? It’s generally an amalgamation of all of these 
reasons along with many more. Of course, none of them 
can ever justify the destruction of lives, hearts, and a 
place that now detestably resembles home but is far, far 
from it. 

 The more you take, the less you can give to yourself or 
those you love. You deserve a safe environment. 
Children deserve a safe environment. Make a safety 
plan. You can break the pattern and protect yourself and 
others. It will be hard, but it will be worth it. 

 

“Break the pattern 
before it breaks you.” 
– Colleen Hoover,       
It Ends With Us 

 

A World First—Women at the 
helm of all five UN Regional 
Economic Commissions 

Although United Nations Regional Commissions have 
been in existence for more than 70 years, for the first 
time ever, each one is currently headed by a woman 
designated by Secretary-General António Guterres. 
This accomplishment underscores that, since the day 
he took office, the UN chief has been determined to 
achieve gender parity by 2030 as part of the Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, particularly in relation to 
making Sustainable Development Goal 5 on women’s 
empowerment, a reality. 

Latin America &the Caribbean: Alicia Bárcena, 
Executive Secretary for the Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

Europe: Oľga Algayerová, Executive Secretary for 
the Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

Asia & the Pacific: Armida Alisjahbana, Executive 
Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 

Western Asia: Rola Dashtii, Executive Secretary of 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA)  

Africa: Vera Songwe, Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/04/1037171?
utm_source=UN+News+-
+Newsletter&utm_campaign=46314306fc-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_04_27_02_00&utm_medium=ema
il&utm_term=0_fdbf1af606-46314306fc-105792637 
United Na ons Days 
July      30th Interna onal Day Against Trafficking in 
                        Persons  
Sept        8th  Interna onal Literacy Day  

Upcoming Events 

July         11th Dinner Mee ng 

August     8th Dinner Mee ng 

Sept         12th Dinner Mee ng 

October   27th D23 Area 1 Centennial Celebra on 

 Zonta Mission & Vision 
Mission:    Zonta Interna onal is a leading global 
organiza on of professionals empowering women 
worldwide through service and advocacy. 

Vision:  Zonta Interna onal envisions a world in 
which women's rights are recognized as human 
rights and every woman is able to achieve her full 
poten al. 
Theme:  Empowering Women Through Service and 

Advocacy 
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Women in Accoun ng in 1919 

There were few women accountants in the early years of the 
profession. They o en felt unwelcome and that they were expected 
to fail. Today, about half the 150,000 members of CPA Australia (an 
Aust professional accoun ng body founded in 1886) are women. 

In the early years, arguments against women working as accountants 
included that they were taking the jobs of husbands, fathers and 
brothers and that females were not mentally up to the work. 

Australia had several rival accoun ng bodies in the early 1900s, 
which had fought for recogni on of accountancy as a profession, 
giving them the right to exclude unqualified people. They were 
sensi ve to any move they thought could compromise their 
reputa on such as admi ng women, who would be considered less 
qualified and less experienced prac oners. There was also a fear of 
the profession becoming overcrowded, pushing down wages. 

Tenacious women, and male advocates suppor ng the admission of 
sisters and daughters. con nued to apply to the various 
organisa ons. The Federal Ins tute of Accountants’ (FIA) minutes 
record: “One lady had the temerity to apply for admission as a 
member during 1902, the minutes show that the secretary was 
instructed to inform her that ‘under no circumstances could the 
applica on be considered’.” Women had to wait un l 1925 for the 
FIA to change its mind, and its ar cles. In that year, Florence 
Roughley topped the FIA examina on and was admi ed as a 
member. 
 
Women and war  

Large numbers of women moved 
into accoun ng roles when men 
went to fight in the First World War 
in 1914 and a er the war there was a 
sense that society was changing. The 

mes were against the accoun ng 
bodies in Australia, the US and 
Britain that fought against admi ng 
women members. 

In 1918, the Commonwealth Ins tute, which had allowed women to 
sit its examina ons only to fill labour shortages caused by men 
enlis ng, agreed that women could be admi ed on the same terms 
as men. 

By 1919 the various accoun ng bodies had 1341 members, of whom 
eight were women.  

 

 

 

 

 

Women in Teaching in 1919 
Women were already working as teachers during the 19th 
century. In the private sector, some  established and were 
the principals of independent schools. In the public sector, 
however, this was not the case and women were required to 
cease employment on marriage (a bar which was not li ed 
un l 1956). They were also reuired to abide by 10 other 
‘important’ rules. Clearly, teachers were not meant to have 

any fun! 

Steps towards suffrage  

1895: WOMEN WIN THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND STAND FOR  

ELECTION IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Only the fourth place in the world to do so. South Australian   
women also had the right to stand for elec ons and at the me— 
the only place in the world where women had such rights. 
1902: NON‐INDIGENOUS WOMEN WIN THE RIGHT TO VOTE AND 
STAND FOR FEDERAL ELECTION  
Suffrage e lobbying saw the  enacted on June 12, 1902. It enabled 
all non‐Indigenous women aged 21 and over to vote in federal 
elec ons and stand for the Australian Parliament. 
1903: WOMEN STAND FOR FEDERAL ELECTIONS FOR THE 1  TIME  
One of the first women to stand for elec ons was Vida Goldstein. 
She was a suffrage e, social reformist, and fervent campaigner for 
equal property rights for spouses, the aboli on of child labour and 
equal pay for equal work. She was the first woman in the Bri sh 
empire to stand for parliament. 
1908: WOMEN GAIN THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN VICTORIAN ELECTIONS  
A er 19 private members bills, women were finally granted the 
right to vote in Victorian elec ons, although they remained unable 
to stand for elec on 
1920: FIRST WOMAN COUNCILLOR IN VICTORIA  
On 5 November 1920 , Mary Rogers was elected to Richmond City 

Mary Addison Hamilton became 
one of the first women in the Com‐
monwealth to be admi ed to a 
professional accoun ng body 
when in 1915 she joined the Ins ‐
tute of Accountants and Auditors 
of Western Australia, which had 
voted to in 1912 to admit women. 
When she re red in 1952 she was 
the second‐ranked sta s cs officer 
in the department. 

Eva West began studying accoun ng 
in 1915 and in the 1920s set up her 
own prac ce in Traralgon, Victoria, 
later holding the CEO‐level role of 
shire secretary. 

h ps://www.intheblack.com/ar cles/2018/03/05/long‐road‐ 

australian‐female‐accountants 


