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Notes from the President

Another successful Breast Comfort Cushion
afternoon was held at the home of Frances Gentle
on 19th May. Zontians and friends of Zontians,
along with Silver Threads and Golden Needles
Alteration service, have sewn the cushion cases
ready to be ironed, have logo attached, stuffed and
stitched closed. Completed cushions are then
matched with a fabric bag which can also be used
to hold drainage tubes. Not only did we have a
productive afternoon completing 46 cushions to be
distributed to hospitals in our region but it was a
lovely afternoon of fellowship. A new friend to our
group said, “I really felt like I did something today.”
Jasmine has collated our data for the last 6 months

by Bev Devidas
I am very pleased and proud to have accepted the
position of President of Zonta Club Melbourne on
Yarra, along with the Board: Julie Pincombe, Vice
President & Chair Membership, Christine
Fitzherbert, Secretary, Jasmine Koch & Gail Neil,
Treasurer, Barbra May, Chair PR & Program,
Sharon Nelson-Kelly Chair Fundraising, Kay
Stewart Chair Service & Advocacy and past
President, Yvonne Lockwood. The new Board
brings a wealth of experience and a good dash of
exuberant enthusiasm to lead us.

The new Board being sworn in (Christine absent)

My first official duty was to present our YWPA
winner, Mia Schlicht with a framed certificate at
senior school assembly at Genazzano FCJ College
Kew on Wednesday 23rd May 2018.
Members will have a chance to meet Mia at the
August dinner meeting.

of 2017: we distributed 271 cushions to 5 hospitals
and up to 19th May, 2018 we have already
distributed 241 units! Our next sewing bee is
planned for 29th July.
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On Saturday 26th May I attended a seminar on
Building Better Boards organised by the Past
Presidents
Group.
Melinda
presented
an
informative session on eLearning on the ZI website.
I was interested to hear from experienced
presidents of district clubs and I am even more
inspired to enjoy fellowship with members as
President of Zonta MoY and lead the club through
our projects.

Mia, her parents and some staff members from
Genazzano will be joining us at our awards night in
August.

Jane M Klausman Women in
Business Scholarship
by Kay Stewart
We are delighted to announce that the winner of
the club's JMK Scholarship for 2018 is Ricarda
Heim from Monash University (Caulfield Campus).
You may recognise her name, because Ricarda was
the instigator of our Golden Z Club.
Ricarda is from Germany
and is studying for her
Master
of
Applied
Economics
and
Econometrics at Monash.
She plans to put the
scholarship
towards
undertaking a summer
Cyberlaw unit at the
London
School
of
Economics and Political
Science, which will help to
further her career goals

I attended a meeting, again accompanied by Kay
Stewart, with Kirsten Steedman, Lend Lease
Community Engagement Manager.
We look
forward to working with Kirsten and the Richmond
Lend Lease team over the next two years.
Many members are attending Zonta International
Convention in Japan and we wish them safe and
healthy travels, and we look forward to hearing
about their experiences.

Young Women in Public Affairs
Award
by Kay Stewart, Chair Service & Advocacy
On Wednesday 23 May, the club's Young Women
in Public Affairs Award certificate was presented to
Mia Schlicht at Genazzano FCJ College, Kew.
President Bev Devidas and Service and Advocacy
Committee Chairman, Kay Stewart, were welcomed
to the senior school assembly by Deputy Principal
Eryn O'Mahony. President Bev spoke briefly about
Zonta and its mission before handing the framed
certificate to our delightful winner.

Advocacy Project: Walk in My
Shoes
by Kay Stewart
The 'Walk in My Shoes' display was the brain child
of the Zonta Club of Adelaide, designed with the
purpose of raising community awareness of
domestic and family violence. Since its launch in
2013, it has toured South Australia and Western
Australia and is currently in Victoria. The display
comprises a number of pairs of women's and
children's shoes, with attached stories from women
who have experienced domestic or family violence.
(See picture in Photos
In March, the City of Yarra provided us with a
lockable glass cabinet in the foyer of the Richmond
Town Hall. The display was in place there from 6—
31 March, which included International Women's
Day (8 March) giving an opportunity for people
attending IWD functions to see it. .

Kay and Bev with Mia—YWPA Award

Mia's parents were present at the occasion and
later wrote 'We wanted to say how grateful we are,
and that having a valuable organisation like ZONTA
offer their support to a young girl has an enormous,
life changing impact… Your award has made (Mia)
more buoyant, more creative in her approach and
has left her feeling more capable in striving towards
a life that focuses on Public Affairs. We are truly
grateful as we can see the momentum that this
award has already given to Mia’s future'.

In April, through our liaison with Lendlease, we set
up the display at Caroline Springs Square shopping
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centre as part of Safer City Day (21 April) and were
able to have it in place until 27 April. Members Kay
Stewart, Yvonne Lockwood and Jasmine Koch and
Zonta Club of Melton members, Jane Sultana and
Dawn Clark, each spent several hours in attendance
at the display—a great interclub collaboration. Two
Melton City Council members, Cr Sophie Ramsey and
Cr Melissa De Santis, showed great interest in our
activities.
Zonta brochures and
information from the
Domestic
Violence
Resource Centre were
available
at
both
venues
Kay Stewart and Cr
Melissa De Santis at
the Safer City Display

Reflections on Making ‘Bags of
Difference’

using Facebook, Instagram, EventBrite, and
local online newspapers


Lifted the profile of Zonta in Melbourne
through the distribution of quality, professional
flyers and club information



Made many new friends, especially with bag
donors who had received a breast care cushion
from us and wanted to give back to other
women



Created opportunities to build relationships
with sponsors, which covered operating costs,
enabling more proceeds from the sale to be
directed to Zonta



Raised funds to support current Club projects
and consider future local projects



Showcased the Club’s ability to successfully
design, develop and deliver a new fundraiser



Achieved club service and advocacy’ objectives
by donating all surplus bags to community
organisations working with migrants, asylum
seekers, social housing tenants, the homeless
and victims of family violence, as well as
Church Op Shops



Strengthened relationships with other Zonta
Clubs by giving them surplus bags, so they
could also fundraise for their projects



Confirmed the viability of this type of event
continuing to meet a number of Club operating
and strategic goals into the future

By Sharon Nelson-Kelly, Chair Fundraising (aka ‘the
mad bag lady’)!
Hot on the heels (or flats) of International Women’s
Day 2018, we held a one-day pre-loved bag sale
fundraiser in March.

It was a fun day for women of all walks of life, as
everybody needs a bag – no matter what age, size,
religion, ethnicity or profession. There were bags
for travellers; revellers; serious designer bag lovers;
collectors; thrifty or vintage shoppers; students;
gym enthusiasts and even children.

The Club was inspired by the success in Switzerland
of the District 28, Area 4 handbag sale, which
involved eight clubs. However, our Club decided for
this inaugural event we would attempt it on our own.
And after nine months of planning and preparation,
we too were proud to make ‘bags of difference’ for
women and girls.

Club fellowship was further strengthened, as we all
participated in the collection, sorting and pricing of
hundreds of bags in the months leading up to the
sale. Numerous opportunities were created to
connect with our local communities, generating
donations and wide-reaching invitations to attend
the sale, all spreading the goodwill and friendship
of Zonta in Melbourne.

The Club raised $9,500 from the sale of 500 preloved bags of every type imaginable, plus the sale of
Zonta bag organisers, raffles of new bags and

Once we had recovered, paid the bills and analysed
the feedback - we all agreed it was an impressive
first-time effort for an enthusiastic club of 22
members and well worth doing again.

(For a larger image see Photos section at the end)

Devonshire tea.

Planning is underway to do it smarter and better
next time. A venue and date is currently under
discussion for late March 2019. So make a note in
your diary and watch this space for more
information coming your way soon.

Overall, we’re extremely proud we:


Increased visibility of the Club through an
integrated social media marketing campaign,
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involved in prevention of domestic violence to see
how they can help as a local service project. The
club will also commence planning for their official
Charter event, hopefully in August. A Golden Z
Monash University Caulfield Campus Lecturn
Banner has also been ordered.

Golden Z Club Update
By Julie Pincombe, Chair Membership
The Golden Z Club Monash University Caulfield
Campus held a meeting on 3 May 2018 at the
University. Yvonne Lockwood, Caroline Kettle and
Julie Pincombe attended as representatives of
ZCMOY. The Presidence, Ricarda Heim, organized
two speakers on the night:




Leading the Way: CSW62
Zonta: A powerful voice for women and girls at the
UN CSW

Dr Samanthi J Gunawardana, lecturer for Gender
and Development and a member of the Monash
GPS (Gender, Peace & Security). Samanthi's talk
was based on a Paper entitled "Rural Women's
Participation and Recognition in sustainable
Agricultural Livelihoods across their life-course
in post-war Sri Lanka".

Zonta International’s presence at the 62nd Session
of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW62) at the United Nations in March was

Erin Yates, UN Women Melbourne International
Women’s Day Committee Chair. Erin and her
committee organised their big Fundraising event
for International Women's Day - a Breakfast
which this year made approx. $27,000 in
Melbourne alone. The club plans to keep in
touch with Erin from UN Women to see what
they can do to help in that direction as an
international project.

stronger than ever this year. More than 70
Zontians from 15 countries were in attendance
and a full schedule of events, including four side
events co-hosted with Member States of the UN,
two parallel events and a screening of the
documentary, Little Stones. A common theme
emerged throughout these Zonta-sponsored
events: To end child marriage and other traditional
practices that negatively impact the lives of
women and girls, particularly rural women and
girls, and to empower them to realize a different
future for themselves, we must address the root
causes of gender inequality – lack of quality
education, little or no economic opportunities, lack
of laws or enforcement of laws that protect the
rights of women and girls, and social and cultural
norms that perpetuate harmful practices.

Although we had only a small group of 12 attendees,
the meeting was very interesting and informative
with lots of questions and discussion. It was great to
be part of a young dynamic group of people and well
worth attending another speaker event in the future.

The outcome of the meetings and discussions at
the CSW are a set of Agreed Conclusions,
negotiated by all Member States. These agreed
conclusions outline concrete measures to be taken
by governments, civil society and other actors to
lift rural women and girls out of poverty and
ensure their rights and well-being, including:

L to R. Ricarda Heim (President), Erin Yates, Samanthi
Gunawardana, Martha Bekele (Vice President).

Both Speakers were asked if they would be
interested in also talking at our ZCMOY meetings they are happy to do so.
The club has already held a “mini Pre-Loved Bag
Sale” on campus raising approximately $195. They
plan to hold another later this month and from these
proceeds are discussing the possibility of holding a
small Birthing Kit Assembly event on campus. They
are also in discussion with a few organisations
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Ensuring adequate living standards with equal
access to land and productive assets



Ending poverty



Enhancing food security and nutrition, decent
work, infrastructure and technology, education
and health, including sexual and reproductive
health and rights



Ending all forms of violence and harmful
traditional practices

Amelia

Earhart

Memorial

inscription:

Tree

(written sometime in the 1980s—from the archives
During 1981 it was decided that a memorial be
established in Australia to commemorate the great
achievements of Zonta’s famous pioneer aviatrix
Amelia Earhart DFSC.
The choice of Victoria, the “Garden State” for the
location appeared to be appropriate. The Zonta
Club of Melbourne chose a tree, a gleditachia
triacanthos (Sunburst Honey Locust) which is
indigenous to Kansas State USA where Amelia
Earhart was born in 1898.
The site chosen for the tree was in the King’s
Domain gardens just above the sunken Australian
Pioneer Women’s Memorial Peach Garden.

To Commemorate
AMELIA EARHARD

At 2:30 pm on April 27th, 1981, a tree planting
ceremony was attended by Zontians and guests
including representatives of the United States of
America Consul General, other Service Clubs,
Australian Women Pilots’ Association, Australian
99s Association, Royal Australian Air Force, and
Melbourne City Council Parks and Gardens
Department.

DFSC
The first woman pilot to fly solo across the
Atlantic (1932) and the Pacific (Hawaii to USA) in
1935
Presented by
The Zonta International Club
Of Melbourne No. 555

The preliminary speeches were delivered in the
small rotunda nearby which provided protection
from the wind and the rain. The President spoke of
Amelia Earhart’s career and achievements which
inspired the establishment by Zonta International of
the Amelia Earhart Scholarships. She commented
that the site for the tree near the Australian
Women’s Pioneer Garden “was appropriate in
bringing to mind the achievements of the wonderful
women who despite almost overwhelming odds,
took their place in founding our country.”

1981
The tree is cared for by a member of the Parks and
Gardens staff who give it special care as evidenced
by its recovery after being vandalised during its
second year.
Members of the Zonta Club of Melbourne visit the
tree annually in January (Amelia Earhart month).
Often noted are the increasing height of the tree,
the changing shape, the beauty and variety of the
green and golden foliage and a few large brown
seed pods.
The tree is enhanced by the
surroundings on the expanse of beautiful green
lawn and a line of dark green conifers. A Club
member always reminds us of the achievement of
our famous Zontian and the importance of our
only ongoing International service Project.

After reading Amelia Earhart’s poem “Courage” the
President concluded, “May this living and growing
tree not only commemorate Amelia Earhart and our
own intrepid women pilots, but also inspire the
younger generations of women following in their
footsteps to accept the challenges and work on,
knowing that those who went before have trodden
the path of the unknown, the lone and hazardous,
and have emerged triumphant in the knowledge of
their ability, endeavour and pride of womanhood.”

The Amelia Earhart Fellowships: These awards
afford women the great opportunity to undertake
study and research in aerospace sciences and
engineering which enhance the status of women
and are of benefit globally to mankind. These
visits are followed by a time of fellowship such as
a barbecue by the adjacent Yarra River or an early
dinner at a nearby restaurant. For the past two
years following the acceptance of the option to
celebrate Amelia Earhart month in July – the
meeting in July has an Amelia Earhart flavour
while the tree is visited in the glorious sunshine of
a January morning followed by fellowship at the
home of a member of the Club.

In accordance with the conditions of the Director of
Parks and Gardens of the City of Melbourne the
tree was planted by the Lord Mayor of Melbourne
using a silver spade given to him by the Club
President, while being protected from torrential rain
by a large umbrella. The Lord Mayor spoke in
appreciation of service clubs and thanked the Zonta
Club of Melbourne for the gift.
The gathering adjourned to the nearby Dorchester
Restaurant for Tea. Later a bronze plaque was
placed at the base of the tree. It bears the
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Victorian College of the Arts
Upcoming Events
Secondary School (VCASS) Recital
June

Soloists and ensembles from VCASS, our partners in
the Frances Quinn Encouragement Award, are
performing at Elisabeth Murdoch Hall, Melbourne
Recital Centre, on Wednesday 19 September. The
program celebrates exceptional Australian women
in music with Elena Kats-Chernin's darkly brooding
'Mythic', premieres a new work for 10 players by
Andrea Keller (in collaboration with VCASS
improvisation students), Beethoven's Symphony
No.8 and Vivaldi's 'Gloria' also feature. For
bookings, visit melbournerecital.com.au or phone
9699 3333

22nd MFB Birthing Kit Assembly Day
29th to 3rd July 64th ZI Convention

August 9th MoY Awards Night
19th ZC Melbourne South East Bunnings
Sausage Sizzle

Zonta Mission & Vision
Mission
Zonta International is a leading global organization
of professionals empowering women worldwide
through service and advocacy.

United Nations Days

Vision

June 4th—International Day of Innocent Children
Victims of Aggression (A/RES/ES-7/8)

Zonta International envisions a world in which
women's rights are recognized as human rights and
every woman is able to achieve her full potential.

5th —World Environment Day (A/RES/2994
(XXVII)

In such a world, women have access to all resources
and are represented in decision making positions on
an equal basis with men.

12th—World Day Against Child Labour

In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence.

19th—International Day for the Elimination of
Sexual Violence in Conflict ()A/RES/69/293)
July 30th—International Day of Friendship (A/
RES/65/275)
World Day
Persons (A/RES/68/192)
August 19th—World
RES/63/139)

against

Trafficking

Humanitarian

Day

in
(A/

Photos

Zontians learning to Bollywood dance at the May meeting

Walk in My Shoes Display
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