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Fundraising committee held a very successful film 
night with 60 attendees to view Ladies in Black. It 
was a film which left everyone feeling elated 
afterwards. 

Another Breast Cushion finishing day and 
afternoon tea was held at the home of Frances 
Gentle. It was both enjoyable and productive. 

ZC MoY launched its 16 Days of activism with a 
walk back and forth across Bridge Road. Thank you 
to those who braved the elements to join the Walk 
Against Gender Based Violence. PR and Program 
added new messages to our Facebook page and 
shared information received from Zonta 
International. 
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Notes from the President  
by Bev Devidas 

Members of Zonta MOY have been busy in the last 
three months with Fran Quin Arts Encouragement 
Award, Film Night, Breast cushion finishing 
afternoon, 16 Days of Activism and our bumper 
Pamper Packing Christmas Dinner Meeting. 

The Fran Quin Arts Encouragement Award was 
presented to Isabelle Skinner who entertained with 
a lively presentation of a variety of music styles on 
different styles of violins. We were intrigued by 
the “skeletal’ electric violin. Last year’s winner Eliza 
O’Connor again entertained the audience with her 
range of voice and expression. 

Yarra Yarns 

Isabelle Skinner playing the skeletal violin 

Last year’s winner, Eliza O’Connor, entertained 
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What a joyous December 
dinner meeting we enjoy 
by packing gifts for 
CrossRoads, Salvation 
Army Family. Zontians, 
their friends and sponsors 
donated gifts to be packed 
and this year we also 
created and supported 
Project Brief. It was so 
pleasing to see the van 
packed to the ceiling with 
gifts and tubs of essential 

items for residents of 
CrossRoads. A special thank 

you to Sally Glover of Fun Accessories, Sally 
Greenwood of Natures Organics, Kirsten Steedman 
for Lend Lease and Lombard’s for donating 
wrapping paper and ribbons.  

Thank you to all members for your hard work 
throughout the year. You have all made it happen. 
You have supported our club and our projects, and 
Zonta International. Our first function next year is a 
fellowship picnic on 11th January 2019, the 
anniversary of Amelia Earhart’s first solo flight 
using a two-way radio. 

I hope you all had a very joyous Christmas, and 
wish you safe travels and a happy New Year. 

Walk Against Family Violence 

On Friday 23 Nov, members of the Zonta Club of 
Melbourne on Yarra were joined by members from 
the Zonta Club of Melbourne's South East and the 
Zonta Club of Mitchell in the Walk against Family 
Violence from Federation Square around four 

major blocks of the city centre of Melbourne. 
Despite the rain, police estimated that around 
2000 people joined the Walk. which is held on the 
closest week day to 25th November, United 
Nations International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women. 

Reflections on Membership  
Activities During 2018 
by Julie Pincombe 

During 2018 we sadly said goodbye three valued 
members as well as one transfer to Geelong. I am 
hoping that two of these valued Zontians will 
return once they have had a well-earned break.  
However, we have been fortunate in welcoming 
three new members, as well as two Transferees 
from London, UK (previously via Brisbane) and 
Ipswich, Queensland. The Queenslanders are 
multiplying in the club! Our Club Members are now 
at 24 and growing. 

It was with great excitement that following long 
negotiations during 2017 we finally ventured into 
the unknown in early January 2018 with our first 
Golden Z Club and the second to be established in 
District 23. Thanks must go to the enthusiasm of 
Ricarda Heim, a student at Monash University, 
Caulfield Campus who approached us for our Club 
support. The official Charter Night was held in 
August and we look forward to the new Executive 
for 2019 of Monash University Caulfield Campus 
Golden Z Club continuing the good works. It was a 
great learning curve and kept this Chairperson and 
other Zontians very busy and I hope we can keep 
the momentum going with support from all. We 
also have high hopes that another Golden Z Club 
will be established some time in 2019 at the La 
Trobe University. 

The room ready for Christmas Pamper packing 

Caroline sorting the gifts  

Sally Capp, Lord Mayor of Melbourne, addresses the crowd 
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Our Fellowship events this year saw a very small 
number (4 I think), attend a Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
Movie afternoon tea in June at President Bev’s 
home. home. Bev went to a lot of trouble 
decorating/cooking and it was a pity the date didn’t 
suit more members. We certainly had a great time 
and another similar Sunday Afternoon during winter 
hopefully will bring more of us together. We also 
had our usual Grand Final Football Scarves 
September Club Dinner and Fancy Hats were worn 
and a Raffle was drawn at our October Meeting for 
the Melbourne Spring Racing Carnival.   

We are looking forward to a picnic at the ZCMOY 
Memorial Tree in the King’s Domain on 11 January 
2019 to celebrate Amelia Earhart Day and also 
starting in 2019, our one on one member’s coffee 
meetups.  

Best wishes and a happy New Year to all Zontians, 
Family and Friends. 

Donate a Pre-loved Handbag and 
Save the Date 

Woohoo – our second ‘Pre-loved Bag Sale’ 
fundraiser is coming soon.  

We invite Zonta members, your family, friends, work 
colleagues and other networks to donate a pre-loved 
handbag, and help us make ‘bags of difference’ for 
women and girls on Saturday 30 March 2019.  

This year we are accepting only women’s handbags, 
evening, clutch, designer, vintage, shoulder, tote, 
baskets, toilet bags, cosmetic bags, wallets and coin 
purses.   

The New Year is the ideal time to start afresh, clear 
the decks and liberate your wardrobe. So any 
redundant handbags, which are now the wrong size, 
shape, colour or simply ‘surplus to requirement’, can 
potentially become someone else’s treasure to enjoy 
– thanks to your generosity. All funds raised will 
support our Zonta projects. 

Everything you need to know about the sale, venue, 
bag collection, public transport, parking, afternoon 
tea etc. is covered in the Q&A on the ZCMOY 
website. 

From February onwards, photos of beautiful bags 
generously donated, will be posted on our FB and 
Instagram page. So please watch this space, and 
‘like and share’ the event with your friends directly 
on FB. 

If you, your family and friends fancy a fun ‘girls day 
out’ – save the date and join us on Saturday 30 
March. 

Contact Zonta 0478 803 667 regarding bag 
collection/drop off or any other queries.  

Every Two Minutes 

By Susanne von Bassewitz (2018-2020 President 
of Zonta International and the Zonta International 
Foundation ) 

Every two minutes a woman dies in childbirth. This 
roughly equates to the crash of two fully booked 
Jumbo Jets. Only that the plane crashes will make 
it to the news, but not the dead women or the 
families they leave behind. Of those women who 
survive a difficult pregnancy or delivery, many will 
suffer from obstetric fistula, a hole between the 
birth canal and bladder or rectum caused by 
prolonged, obstructed labour. All over the world, 
50,000 to 100,000 new fistula cases are registered 
every year. 

Exactly 10 years ago, as back then foundation 

Zontians in Spring Racing Carnival Mode 



4 

ambassador, I started to learn a lot about this 
condition and asked for donations wherever I could. 
Since then, Zonta members throughout the world 
have helped more than 1,500 women in post-civil 
war Liberia to undergo surgical treatment and 
receive rehabilitation services. They donated more 
than 3.5 million US Dollars over 10 years to support 
efforts to eliminate obstetric fistula in Liberia.  

After these 10 years, I met a fistula surgeon for the 
first time in real life: Dr Wilhelmina W. Jallah 
(pictured with me above). She is Minister of Health 
in Liberia and I was touched that she recognized 
Zonta’s commitment and thanked us when we met 
at UNFPA’s “Save Birth, Even Here“ event held 
during the second week of the UN General 
Assembly in New York. One of her major goals is to 
make sure ambulant medical support is provided to 
the more remote parts of her country. This will help 
get more women skilled assistance with delivering 
their babies and prevent the prolonged labour that 
too often leads to these terrible injuries.  

Zonta members’ funding of the Ending Child 
Marriage program from 2018 to 2020 will also 
contribute to reduce the occurrence of fistula since, 
eventually, the number of teenage pregnancies will 
be reduced. 

Zonta International brings a Global 
Community of Professional Women 
to the Fight to end Child Marriage 

Continuing its long-term partnership with UNFPA to 
advance the rights of women and girls, Zonta 
International has become the first private sector 
donor to the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to 
Accelerate Action to End Child Marriage. 

Zonta’s $2 million commitment, including $800,000 
to UNFPA, will expand the programme’s reach and 
help accelerate its impact. Since 2016, the 
programme has been working in 12 countries with 
high rates of child marriage, across three regions, to 
deliver health, education, protection and support 
services for adolescent girls who are at risk of child 

marriage or already married. The programme puts 
a great emphasis on engaging communities to 
change social norms that perpetuate the practice, 
while ensuring that systems, laws and policies 
protect and promote girls’ rights. 

Zonta has worked with UNFPA on child marriage 
since 2014, with a collaboration in Niger that 
worked to improve the health of adolescent girls, 
protect them from violence, and ensure that they 
can access education and female mentors. Zonta 
supported UNFPA’s advocacy to raise the 
country’s legal age of marriage to 18, and its 
efforts to reach girls at risk in the most remote 
communities.  

The partnership with UNFPA dates back even 
earlier. In 2008, Zonta began to support the 
Campaign to End Obstetric Fistula in Liberia – 
committing over $3.5 million since then to efforts 
to improve maternal health in the country. In 
2016, Zonta joined UNFPA’s Safe Birth, Even Here 
partnership, which works to end preventable 
maternal deaths in countries affected by 
humanitarian crises and fragile situations. 

Zonta’s strong national presence in many UNFPA 
programme countries and the two partners’ 
complementary missions present many 
opportunities to work together to build support to 
advance the rights of women and girls. A recent 
meeting between Susanne von Bassewitz, 
president of Zonta International and the Zonta 
International Foundation, and UNFPA Executive 
Director Dr. Natalia Kanem highlighted some of 
these. 

Key opportunities include extending Zonta’s 

The UNFPA-UNICEF Joint Programme to Accelerate Action 

to End Child Marriage provides services and support for 

adolescent girls and also engages communities to change 

social norms that perpetuate the practice, including through 

girls’ clubs that member Merhawit Mezgebe says are help-

ing to stamp out child marriage in her district in Ethiopia.  

© UNFPA Ethiopia/Abraham Gelaw  
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support for the Campaign to End Fistula in Liberia, and rallying around next year’s 25th anniversary of the 
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), as part of a movement of strategic 
partners to promote the ICPD+25 agenda. 

16 Days of Activism 

16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence is a global campaign dedicated to raising awareness 
about the impact of violence, particularly on women. The campaign started on 25 November and 
concluded on 10 December, United Nations Human Rights Day. The seed of the idea to raise awareness 
around violence against women and girls started in 1991 at the Women's Global Leadership Institute.  

 

United Nations Days 
January  27th International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust  

February  1st-7th World Interfaith Harmony Week 

      6th International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation 

      11th International Day of Women and Girls in Science  

      20th World Day of Social Justice  

March   1st Zero Discrimination Day 

      21st International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

      25th International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave 
      Trade 

Upcoming Events 

January  11th Zonta MoY Fellowship Picnic 

      27th Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

February 14th Zonta MoY Dinner Meeting 

March    3rd International Women’s Day 

      30th PLBS, Richmond Town Hall 

Zonta Mission & Vision 
Mission 

Zonta International is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy. 

Vision 

Zonta International envisions a world in which women's rights are recognized as human rights and every 
woman is able to achieve her full potential. 
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Photo Gallery 

Kay thanking Kirsten after her inspiring 

talk at our September Meeting 

Kirsten  demonstrating her passion 

President Bev presenting Jasmine with her 

Long Service Award 

At the ZI Conference 
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Zonta MoY Style 


