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materials to make breast comfort cushions and the 
afternoon tea. 

We were sad to farewell Sue Johnson after 15 
years’ service to ZC MoY.  Sue was our Bunnings 
BBQ Queen. We wish Sue well as she spends more 
time with her family.  

ZC Moy was delighted to welcome two new 
members, Wendy Cameron and Susan Lees.  

It was my first time as President to induct a 
member, so it was with double ‘delight’ to be able 
to induct two members on the same night.  Wendy 
has a science background and has undertaken 
community work in 4 countries.  Sue brings her 
education background and community service in 
metropolitan, and rural and remote settings.  A 
warm welcome to our club and we look forward to 
getting to know both members as new Zonta 
friends and working with them on Zonta projects. 

The schedule for the next three months kicks off 
with the Fran Quin Arts Encouragement Award 
Concert on 7th October.  We hope to see Zontians 
and friends at this lovely afternoon. Planning is 
underway for 16 Days of Activism commencing in 
November and preparing pamper packs for women 
in refuges in December. 

Fundraising is busy planning the next Pre-Loved 
Bag Sale PLBS and a film night on 25th September. 
The film, Ladies in Black is looking very enticing so 
please join us and bring a friend. 

Last week I joined the presidents of four other 
Melbourne ZC to share ideas and plan a Centennial 
Anniversary event. I hope all members enjoy our 
interesting spring weather and glorious spring 
flowers. 
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Notes from the President  
by Bev Devidas 

It has been a busy and energising quarter for Zonta 
MoY members with many highlights.  The Charter 
of Monash University Golden Z (MUC C GZ) was a 
wonderful evening for Zontians and new members 
of GZ.  Julie Pincombe mentored the students from 
a thought to charter, supporting the students 
through negotiations with Monash Students’ 
Union, supporting them at O Week in February 
and July. Julie & ZC MoY continues to support 
MUCC GZ for their events.  All Zontians and 
friends can follow MUCC GZ Facebook page. 

The Awards Night Dinner was another highlight of 
our Zonta Year.  The young speakers were 
inspiring, and all guests received show bags from 
Lendlease.  For the awards ZC MoY secured two 
sponsors: Lendlease sponsored the J.M. Klausman 
Award and RockIT sponsored the YWPA Award.  
(More information about the Awards Night later in 
the Newsletter.) 

Foundation Day is a day where Lendlease 
encourages staff to volunteer in community 
projects.  With Lendlease, ZC MoY organised a 
Breast Cushion finishing day on a Lendlease 
worksite in Richmond with 18 staff.  Not only was 
this a productive afternoon but full of good 
camaraderie.  A big thank you to Service and 
Advocacy committee member, Jennifer Ray for 
coordinating sewing groups, and setting up non-
sewing stations; and to Kirsten Steedman, 
Community Engagement Manager, Lendlease for 
hosting the afternoon. Lendlease provided 

Yarra Yarns 

Lendlease staff working on breast comfort cushions on their 

Foundation Day 
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Convention Delegate Newbie 
By Yvonne Lockwood  

After a fun week touring Japan with Jasmine Koch 
visiting Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima, and Miyajima we 
headed to Yokohama.  

As a first timer and a delegate at the Zonta 
International 64th Convention in Yokohama, Japan  
- my only regret is ‘why did I miss the others’!!!  It 
was exciting and fulfilling and I would urge you all 
not to miss the next International Convention in 
Chicago 2020.   

From the first day at registration to the last day 
saying goodbye to new and old friends it was such 
a fantastic experience.  The highlights were many 
and varied.  The opening ceremony and flag parade 
was very moving as was the Memorial service with 
a beautiful  performance by Violinist Natsumi 
Tamai followed by a reading of the poem ‘The 
Journey of my Life’ and flower dedication by the 
Governors District 1, and District 32. 

All the keynote speakers were inspiring – in 
particular Holly Ransom – a worthy JMK Women in 
Business awardee 2010.  As I said in my delegates 
report to MOY it was easy to see why in 2017 Sir 
Richard Branson listed her as one of his dream 
dinner guests and nominated her to Wired 
Magazine’s ‘Smart List’ of future game-changers to 
watch.  What a shame Rotary got Holly as a 
member and not Zonta. 

The Business sessions were very well run and very 
informative and as a delegate I felt involved the 
whole time, learning so much more about ZI and its 
Board members.  A great experience! 

The fellowship, the laughs, the new friendships and 
catching up with old friends from the district made 
the whole experience one I will always remember. 

Put ZI Convention Chicago 2020 in your diaries 
now! 

Awards Night 
by Kay Stewart 

The club held its annual awards night at the August 
meeting. We were delighted to welcome a number 
of visitors and friends who joined us for the 
evening.  Our guest speaker was Anna Brauer, a 
former Young Women in Public Affairs Award 
winner from Germany.  Anna inspired us all with 
what she has achieved since winning the award.  

It was great to see our club award winners 
networking with her later in the evening. Our club 

Young Women in Public Affairs Award winner for 
2018, Mia Schlicht, was accompanied by her 
parents and grandparents, the head teacher and 
another representative from Genazzano FJC 
College in Kew. Her award was presented by 
Caitlin Devidas on behalf of sponsoring company 
RockIT.  

Jane M Klausmann Women in Business winner was 
Ricarda Heim. As Ricarda is the president of our 
new Golden Z club at Monash Caulfield campus, it 

felt like a family 
affair.  Ricarda 
received her 
award from 
Kirsten 
Steedman on 
behalf of 
sponsor 
Lendlease.  

 

Yvonne, ZI President Susanne, Jasmine & Area Director, Diane 

Kay thanking the Guest Speaker, Anna Brauer 

Ricarda Heim  

receiving her award 

presented by 

Kirsten Steedman 

from Lendlease 
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Mia Schicht 
by Kay Stewart 

As part of her YWPA 
address on Awards 
Night, Mia highlighted 
two projects she is 
passionate about being 
involved in through 
Genazzano FJC 
College. One is a 
weekly commitment to 
‘Friday Night School’, 
where children of 
refugee families are 

offered support and tutoring. Friday Night School is 
an independent non-denominational educational 
charity that assists migrant and refugee students 
from non-English speaking backgrounds. The 
program is available to pre-schoolers, primary and 
secondary students as well as their parents.  

Secondary students from various Melbourne schools 
volunteer to provide one-on-one tutoring in a 
collaborative and informal environment at St Ignatius’ 
Parish hall in Richmond on Friday evenings. More 
information can be found at: https://
www.fridaynightschool.org/. 

The second is the Youth Engagement Project, 
through which Mia volunteered in Bourke in January 
2017 and plans to return to in 2019.  This project 
relies on student volunteers to run a school holiday 
program.  Bourke, an outback town on the banks of 
the Darling River in Northern NSW, is a largely 
indigenous community, characterised by poverty, 
poor education, domestic violence and substance 
abuse.  Affected by the issues common to all rural 
communities, Bourke also has a complex story of 
social justice issues, including Indigenous community 
identity.  Bourke still has the highest rate of offences 
committed by young people in the state.  

The January programme has seen the crime rate 
reduce by 50%.  Although the cost to attend the 
program seems small, many families can only afford 
to send one child.  Mia observed that, as a result, girls 
often miss out as families prioritise boys.   

Mia has dedicated her YWPA prize money to this 
program, specifically to redress the lack of 
opportunity for girls to attend. Mia, you have again 
demonstrated your worthiness to receive this award. 

Continuing Partnership with 
Lendlease 
By Kay Stewart 

The advocacy project, Walk in My Shoes, was 
displayed at the Lendlease Craigieburn Shopping 

Centre from Sunday 2 Sept to Sun 9 Sept. Bev 
Devidas, Jasmine Koch, Yvonne Lockwood and Kay 
Stewart attended on four of the days.  Thanks to 
the Zonta Club of Mitchell for facilitating the 
handover of materials. (Photos attached.) 

On Thursday 13 Sept, club members joined with 

staff from Lendlease to "Stuff 'n' Stitch" breast care 
cushions as part of their Foundation Day 
community service activities.  

MUCC Golden Z Club Charter 
Evening  
By Julie Pincombe, Chair Membership 
The second Golden Z Club in District 23 and the 
first for Victoria held their Charter Evening on 
Thursday, 16 August 2018.   

Zonta International District 23’s Governor, Jane 
Adornetto conducted  the official Induction of 
members for the newly formed Golden Z Club 
along with the help of District 23 Area 1 Director, 
Diane Hillman, President, Beverley Devidas and 
Golden Z Advisor, Julie Pincombe from the 
mentoring club, Zonta Club of Melbourne on Yarra. 
Fellow Zontians from Melbourne on Yarra and 
from Melbourne’s East also attended.   

The evening commenced with a special Guest 
Speaker, Dr Solmaz Moslehi, Senior Lecturer 
Department of Economics at Monash University 
who spoke on the Subject of Gender Wage Gap.    

Mia speaking on the Awards Night 

Walk in my Shoes display 

Golden Z Club Members, Governor Jane, Director Diane 

and Zonta MoY President Bev, and Julie Pincombe at the  

Charter Evening 

https://www.fridaynightschool.org/
https://www.fridaynightschool.org/
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The ZI District 23 Governor, Jane Adornetto then 
commenced the Induction Ceremony. 

Ten members were inducted on the night including 
the Executive and Board Directors. 

President, Ricarda Heim, gave a brief report at the 
end of the ceremony outlining what the club has 
already achieved and what they are planning for the 
future.  She informed the meeting that the club had 
already held two meetings with guest speakers; 
volunteered at a fundraising event for SafeSteps, 
one of Australia’s biggest women’s refuge 
organisations; hosted a pre-loved bag sale on 
campus raising $200; plan to hold another pre-loved 
bag sale this semester and with money earned, they 
are planning to conduct a Birthing Kits Assemby 
Event on campus. Future events in discussion are 
Share the Dignity in September, where sanitary 

products are distributed 
to homeless women; 
RUOK Day in October to 
raise awareness of 
different types of stress 
and abuse and offering a 
safe environment to talk; 
and, White Ribbon Day in 
November where they can 
encourage men and boys 
to work towards an end of 
male violence against 
women and girls. 

The evening ended with 
the presentation of gifts 
to the new club and the 
cutting of a celebration 
Golden Z cake by the 
MUCC Golden Z 
President, 

Golden Z Club Update 
By Julie Pincombe, Chair Membership 

MUCCGZ held their second pre-loved bag sale for 
this year.  After two successful events the club now 
has enough money to purchase items for a Birthing 
Kit Assembly event on campus.  The club plans to 
hold this event on Saturday 17 November 2018 – 
more details to come via their Facebook  Page. 

Frances Gentle—OAM 

As previously announced, we were delighted and 
proud that our own Frances Gentle was awarded 
the Order of Australia medal for distinguished 
service to people who are blind or have low vision, 
particularly in the area of special education, and to 

policy development 
and practice on 
inclusiveness and 
standards.  Here is 
a photo taken at 
the investiture in 
early September, 

 

One of the Riskiest Places in the 
World to give Birth  
From UNHCR  

Imagine giving birth in a remote village or by the 
side of the road, miles from the nearest medical 
care. That is the reality for many pregnant refugee 
women in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) – one of the riskiest places in the world to 
give birth. 

Every year in the DRC, 96,000 newborns die 
before the end of their first month of life.  Up to 
half of these babies don’t survive their first 24 
hours. 

Since 2015, millions of Congolese women have 
been displaced by conflict and some 540,000 
refugees have crossed from neighbouring 
countries into the DRC in search of safety. The 
majority are women and children.  Intervention 
during the “golden hour” 0 the first 60 minutes 
after birth—can literally mean the difference 
between life and death. 

More information: https://
www.unrefugees.org.au/our-stories/giving-babies-
a-safe-beginning/  

Zonta Says No to Child Marriage 
According to the UN, 37,000 girls under the age of 
18 are married each day, this equates to over 13.5 
million girls a year, some as young as 7 or 8, being 
forced by their families to marry much older men.  
Worldwide, there are almost 650 million women 
who were married before their 18th birthday.  

Frances and her 
grandson, Eli, at the 
investiture ceremony 
at Government 

House.  Eli is proudly 

holding the medal. 

Ricarda cutting the cake 

PLBS—

Golden Z 

Club Style 

https://www.unrefugees.org.au/our-stories/giving-babies-a-safe-beginning/
https://www.unrefugees.org.au/our-stories/giving-babies-a-safe-beginning/
https://www.unrefugees.org.au/our-stories/giving-babies-a-safe-beginning/
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1 in 3 girls in the 
developing world are 
married before 18; 1 in 9 
are married before the age 
of 15 

If present trends continue, 
more than 140 million girls 
will be married before the 
age of 18 in the next 

decade 

Child marriage happens across countries, cultures, 
and religions.  It is is fueled by gender inequality, 
poverty, traditions, and insecurity.  Child marriage 
differs from community to community. 

Zonta International has committed USD2 million to 
UNICEF USA for 2018-2020 to work towards 
ending child marriage.  The initial phase of the 
program has the potential to reach 2.5 million girls 
in 12 countries by the end of 2019. 

In March 2013, forced 
marriage was included in 
Australia’s criminal code.  
This gave the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) 
greater powers and 
anyone who assists in or 
has prior knowledge of 
forced marriage (parents, 
the celebrant, family and 
friends) can be 
prosecuted.  

See Infographic on last page. 

More information: https://www.mybluesky.org.au/
learn-more/about-forced-marriage/ 

Welcome New Members! 

 

United Nations Days 
September   21st International Day of Peace 

October    11th International Day of the Girl 
Child 

November  20th Universal Children’s Day 

        25th International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women 

December   10th Human Rights Day 

Upcoming Events 

September  15th Birthing Kit Assembly Day, 
Bendigo 

        20th “Tea with the Dames” movie 
night, Star Cinema, Bendigo 

        25th “Ladies in Black” movie night, 
Kino Cinema, Collins Street  

October    7th Fran Quin Concert, Brighton 

        14th ZC Melbourne’s East 40th 
Anniversary High Tea, Forest Hill 

November 10th  Zonta Christmas Market, 
Bendigo Club, Strathdale 

       23rd White Ribbon Breakfast, 
Survival and Growth, Mornington 

       25th Start of 16 Days of Activism 
until December 10th 

Zonta Mission & Vision 

Mission 

Zonta International is a leading global organization 
of professionals empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy. 

Vision 

Zonta International envisions a world in which 
women's rights are recognized as human rights 
and every woman is able to achieve her full 
potential. 

In such a world, women have access to all 
resources and are represented in decision making 
positions on an equal basis with men. 

In such a world, no woman lives in fear of 
violence. 

President Bev inducting new MoY members, Wendy (L) 

and Suzanne 

https://www.mybluesky.org.au/learn-more/about-forced-marriage/
https://www.mybluesky.org.au/learn-more/about-forced-marriage/
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Photo Gallery 

Cake and show bags for Golden Z Club Charter Dinner 

Kay thanking Kirsten after her inspiring 

talk at our September Meeting 

Kirsten  demonstrating her passion 

Mia Scihcht giving her speech President Bev presenting Jasmine with 

her Long Service Award 

Lendlease  

Foundation Day 

At the ZI Conference 



7 


