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Notes from the President
We had a fun start to our meeting on Thursday 10th
November, where many of our members wore
orange – some with the ‘Zonta says No’ t-shirts and
we marched to and fro across Bridge Road
pedestrian crossing with our 16 ways 16 days
activism posters. We got lots of waves and smiles
from drivers but I am not sure many of them knew
what we were on about!!

leave at 4am the next day for the airport and a
conference in Madrid.
A lot is happening over the next few weeks with 16
days of Activism which started on 25th November.
Watch out for our posts on Facebook!!
Our December meeting is always a lot of fun! It will
be a short meeting followed by our Pamper Packing
for the Salvation Army Crossroads Family Violence
centre. Remember to bring something for the packs
if you haven’t done so already. Oh, and you might
want to exercise your vocal chords in preparation.
Cheers, Yvonne

The Genesis of White Ribbon Day
Often it takes a tragedy to seek a remedy. Such was
the genesis of White Ribbon.
In 1989, on the afternoon of December 6, a student
at the University of Montreal massacred 14 of his
fellow female students. His actions traumatised a
nation and brought the issue of violence against
women to the forefront of our collective
consciousness.
In response, a group of men in Toronto decided to
speak out and work to stop men’s violence against
women. In 1991 they initiated a male-led
movement known as White Ribbon, with an annual
awareness-raising event (White Ribbon Day) held
between 25 November and 6 December.
It was lovely to welcome our two prospective
members Kylie Strudwick and Kalpana Rao to our
meeting and we look forward to them attending our
December meeting.
Thank you to Frances Gentle who once again
opened
her home on November 6th for our Breast
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cushion working bee – especially as she had to

It is now an international effort in over 57
countries, all working towards violence against
women.

16 Days of Activism:
25 November - 10 December
16 days of Activism on Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/zontamelbourneonyarra/

ZI News
The United Nations General Assembly designated 25
November as the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women on 17
December 1999. Zonta honours and recognizes this
day by kicking off its Zonta Says NO to Violence
Against Women campaign, which will conclude on 10
December, Human Rights Day.

We are currently waiting for replies from others
and hopefully we will meet some of them either in
December or next year. One of our enquiries came
from a German Student who will be arriving in
Australia in February to study for her Masters
Degree at Monash University.

Look @ MoY

The campaign, which began in November 2012,
features the service and advocacy actions of Zonta
clubs and districts to prevent and end violence against
women and girls in their local communities. These
actions will be posted on the Zonta Says NO
campaign webpage and official social media pages.
Violence against women is a global pandemic. For the
next two years, Zonta International has committed
US$2 million to the Zonta International Strategies to
End Violence Against Women (ZISVAW) fund, to fund
two projects focused on ending gender-based
violence in Nepal and Niger.

SmartSafe App
The Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria
(DVRCV) SmartSafe+ App won the Inaugural
Premier's iAward for Public Sector Innovation in
June this year
SmartSafe+ is an evidence collection tool, like a
diary, but with the extra features and security that
smartphones and internet technology can provide.
It guides a woman on how to collect evidence such
as diary entries, photos, voice memos or video
recordings and store it securely off-device on a
cloud account. The SmartSafe+ App helps to
improve women's access to the justice system and
ensure safer legal outcomes.
SmartSafe+ was developed as a result of DVRCV
research into the risks and benefits of technology
for women experiencing family violence.

Membership
Exciting news for the end of the year. We
currently have seven enquiries in the pipeline. We
met Kylie and Kalpana at our November General
Meeting and both women will be returning for
future meetings.

MoY Board Meeting on Sunday 4 December

Bouquets
Debra and Mario Luccio have donated $350 to
Zonta in appreciation for Zonta support for their
works in the Painted Platters event. You may
remember the images of their work from the
previous newsletter.

Upcoming Events
November 25—10 December: 16 Days of Activism
December 8: MoY meeting and Pamper Pack night
January 12: Social/Fellowship/Drinks/Dinner
January 15: Amelia Earhart Brunch, Flight Deck
Grill & Bar, Moorabbin Airport ZC Melbourne’s
South East
March: Birthing Kit night/March Meeting
For newsletter contributions, photos, and other
relevant Zonta news, please email the editor:
Barbra May at bfmay@tpg.com.au

